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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – Margaret Ludowyk (4 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
No. Absolutely not. The ABC does not compete for advertising and the income the ABC receives from commercial activities is almost entirely from retail merchandise related to their programs and events. Commercial media have their own merchandise to sell. As government funding is cut the ABC may be forced to venture further into commercial activities but I hope it never has to take on advertising. That would take away the independent status of the ABC. And by the way, the ABC is not a 'national broadcaster' it is an independent broadcaster.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
I am not aware of any differences. I would think the regulations by bodies such as ACMA would apply to all broadcast media outlets, eg children's content, local content etc. In addition the ABC is governed by its charter which commercial media do not have. In my opinion the lack of regulation of the need for commercial media to tell the truth has led to publication of inaccurate and distorted information. It is extremely difficult to lodge a complaint against commercial broadcasters. You have to first contact the broadcaster before you complain to ACMA and it is very difficult to know how to contact them.They seem to operate on the 'any attentions is better than no attention' principle. The ABC is more accountable and more accurate as a result. And again, they are not 'national broadcasters'. The biggest impact on competition is lack of funding. The ABC can't compete for sporting programs and quality overseas programs. Sadly the ABC can no longer afford the grand BBC period dramas which we used to love so much. Now, Foxtel buys then up and most Australians can't view them.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
The ABC has to comply with its charter to 'inform, educate and entertain'. I'm not familiar with the reporting processes but I suggest the ABC's 'best endeavours' are that it competes for a different audience segment, one that does not support other commercial broadcasters. ABC audiences don't want magazine style news. The informative and educational programs on Radio National have no equivalents of commercial radio. Classic FM has no equivalent on commercial radio. Long running shows like 4 Corners and Australian Story have no equivalent on commercial TV. Children's programs on the ABC are in a different league to those on commercial TV. Australian drama on the ABC. The ABC does not compete unfairly because it targets audiences which don't, and would not, watch or listen to the commercial media which seems to target people of low intellect.
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
No.Their competitive advantage is due to the quality of their programs and their platforms, not their ownership.
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Yes, SBS does comply. SBS focuses on different areas and different types of programs and does an excellent job.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
The ABC's online platforms are much more comprehensive than those of commercial media. The ABC covers more international news, which commercial media hardly touch on. Commercial channels focus more on sports and celebrity stories. No commercial media has a children's channel. No commercial media has a classical music channel. no commercial media provides arts and cultural programs like ABC does.
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think the guiding principles and teh terms of reference of this inquiry are a nonsense and designed to make the ABC look as if it has some advantage over commercial media when it doesn't. I think this whole inquiry is a witch hunt set up to please the Murdoch media and the IPA, who want to privatise the ABC and SBS, and to win the vote of Pauline Hansen in the Senate. The ABC is a national treasure. It is an independent broadcaster, it is NOT a "national broadcaster"; it is not a "government business" and therefore it is not a business entity competing with other media corporations. I'm sick to death of this government attacking and intimidating the ABC as if it regards it as its own media mouthpiece. It's not their ABC, it's our ABC , and we won't sit back and see it destroyed.
[image: ]
Inquiry into the competitive neutrality	www.communications.gov.au
of Australia’s national broadcasters	www.arts.gov.au	Page 1 of 2
	www.classification.gov.au
[image: ]
Inquiry into the competitive neutrality	www.communications.gov.au
of Australia’s national broadcasters	www.arts.gov.au	Page 2 of 2
	www.classification.gov.au
image2.png




image1.png




