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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – Margaret Barnes (20 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
There is no competition because commercial broadcasters have reduced fact checking of news; provide culturally irrelevant and culturally offensive shows; and represent the vested interests of megalomaniacs with more money than sense or ethics. Australians want Australian content with culturally relevant expression of community values, news that is fact checked and not partisan. I do not always agree with the ABC but I will defend its existence as a government owned body with all my fibre.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
If there was any regulation of value, the commercial broadcasters would have been out of business years ago. They provide puerile pap, misogynistic sports reporting and newstainment for the intellectual Pygmy.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
Occasionally ABC offends in some area - they do it both ways, sometimes offending Left and other times the Right. If the reporting and accountability mechanisms are a straight jacket they will lose their capacity to be impartial and they will become the fawning underlings that the Far Right wish them to be. This is not in the interests of the nation or the people.
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
There can be no true competition between commerce and government - the premise is wrong - it compares apples and oranges as if they were the same fruit. Both forms should exist in a democracy - it is a matter of public interest that there be a legitimate government channel for public information and transmission of cultural values. In the US private citizens have funded PBS tv to try to cover the gap in their broadcasting system but it is nowhere near as useful as the ABC for public interest broadcasting.
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Hands off SBS!!! Where else can I see Scandinavian Noir? Why should our public broadcasters be brought down to the lowest common denominator of the commercial broadcasters who spew US infotainment and culture and ignore Australian values, culture and history. If the commercial stations cannot compete it is because they are duds and should be allowed to die away! It is not because the public stations have some mythical advantage. If public enterprises can be abolished by privatisation why cannot commercial enterprises be allowed to be abolished because they are simply not good enough and culturally irrelevant? Double standards I do not swallow!
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
The national broadcasters fill the gaping gap of accuracy in news and culturally Evans entertainment. This gap exists because the ommercial broadcasters are not interested in Australia at all - they provide the cheapest, crap program formulas they can find importing them from countries such as the US. 
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am an information professional by qualification and have had a 40 year career in finding information that is of value to nation building. The ABC is my go to point for verifying news of Australian scope and relevance; SBS is my go to point for the scope and verification of overseas content. If you people want to muck up that model because Turnbull and Hanson think it would be a good idea to interfere with reporting on their political interests then I will be very angry and this nation will be on the way down a very sad unconstructive path. We can not afford to reduce any further the standards of information and cultural values of Australia which are being bastardised daily by commercial interests.
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