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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
[bookmark: _GoBack]Submission – Jonathan Nevill (20 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
I have not seen any believable evidence.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
Please ask ONE question at a time!
The question you ask is confusing. You talk about "commercial and national". Do you mean "commercial and private"? or do you mean "state and national". Are you trying to confuse stakeholders? In answer to your second question, I have not seen any believable evidence.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
What on earth do you mean by "competitive neutrality"? Who wrote this stupid question? Even the grammar is wrong.
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
No
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Exactly what are the competitive neutrality principles? Where are they clearly and concisely stated? Do you even understand the meaning of the word "principle"? 
I have seen no believable evidence of the SBS misusing it's national foundation.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
It is NOT the role of a government broadcaster to consider market issues when framing information broadcast to a public audience.
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
A democracy will NOT function properly unless all voters have access to broad ranging and accurate information. Voters make decisions on the basis of information, which may be accurate or inaccurate; complete or incomplete. Australia is at present one of the world's functional democracys. A functional democracy rests on a few fundamental ideas and institutions. Separation of church and state. A justice system which is independent of political interference. A free press. An informed public, with access to accurate, adequate and unbiased information. It is here that the ABC plays a vital role: in fact it may be said that the ABC is one of the cornerstones of Australian democracy, in that it provides a counter balance to privately owned media, which provides information compatible with private interests. In my view (and I have been listening and watching the ABC for sixty years) the Corporation is ESSENTIAL to the democratic system which we, as Australians, are so proud of. I am happy to be contacted for a more detailed discussion. Over the years I have, on various occasions, been interviewed by ABC reporters.
I have a high regard for the quality of ABC material.
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