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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – John Durr (15 May 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
No - they are broadcasting and reporting on matters that the commercial stations do not cover - e.g. Rural affairs with Landline, the Arts, Religion, History, Local news etc. 
In Rural and Regional Australia, there is an almost total dependence upon the local ABC station.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
There is no competition between National Broadcasters and Commercial Broadcasters in Regional and Rural Australia. The amount of local and relevant coverage by the Commercial Broadcasters is close to zero.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
The National Broadcasters are to be trusted way above the Commercial Broadcasters who are beholden to advertisers etc. An example is the proliferation of Gambling ads now seen on Sports programmes etc. 
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
No.
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Yes - SBS provides a far more expensive international reportage in comparison to ABC. That is apart from the foreign language programming.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
The National Broadcasters simply place their programmes on streaming services. The Commercial stations have only just begun to value streaming services in the past year or so. Without the National Broadcasters pushing them, would they have done so - I doubt it. The Commercial Broadcasters need the Competition of the National Broadcasters to make them lift their game. Competition is good.
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Broadcasters not only inform in areas that the Commercial Broadcasters won't they also support the local arts and music scenes. Commercial radio is a wasteland for new Australian Music. Ditto the arts. Considering how much the arts and music industries generate in dollars, not having media to stimulate and cover these areas would be retrograde to the cultural and economic life of Australia.
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