


Report title: Report sub-title 

The Australian National University | 1 

The Pacific Islands matter to Australia1 
Since before Federation, Australia has been anxious about its proximity to the Pacific 
Islands, the region’s vulnerability to penetration by potentially hostile powers, and its 
distance from its major security allies (first the United Kingdom, later the United States).  

Accordingly, Australia has had (and continues to have) two primary strategic interests in the 
Pacific Islands:  

 First, to ensure that no power hostile to Western interests establishes a strategic 
foothold in the region from which it could launch attacks on Australia or threaten allied 
access or its maritime approaches.2 To achieve this, Australia has sought to be the 
region’s ‘principal security partner’.3  

 Second, to ensure ‘security, stability and cohesion’ in the region,4 as instability is 
perceived to leave Pacific Island states vulnerable to hostile powers.  

Australia also has significant economic interests in the region; thousands of Australians live 
there, and many more visit each year. 

The Pacific Islands matter to Australia and Australian broadcasting services should play 
a key role in advancing our security in the region. 

The Pacific Islands are a growing security concern 
Australia faces an increasingly uncertain, and potentially perilous, security situation in the 
Asia–Pacific, and that’s likely to reverberate in the Pacific Islands. 

The main issue is the increased activism of external powers, particularly China, although 
Russia has also made recent forays. India and Japan have also stepped-up their 
involvement. 

China’s presence in the Pacific Islands has escalated over the last decade. While this has 
attracted comment from those interested in the region, the issue was brought to the public’s 
attention by the alarmist April 2018 report that the Luganville wharf in Vanuatu, in which 
China has invested, could be converted into a naval base.5 

Although this report was denied by both the Vanuatu and Chinese governments,6 China’s 
presence in Vanuatu has received continued public attention via a report on 60 Minutes 
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