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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – Dr George H Wills (20 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
I've assumed that the ABC has needed to let people know what is available in the ABC shops because of the ways the Abbott and now the Turnbull governments have gutted finances needed for program research, preparation and presentation. It's been an aspect of market-driven activity that I've not welcomed because it is contrary to the spirit of the national broadcaster that I've valued for a long time. SBS manages pretty well by bunching their ads and also by not treating me as if I were a moron. Their programs reflect the multi-cultural structure of Australian society and I also value that. Undue advantage? I'd have to watch commercial television and each time I turn it on I feel revolted and switch back to SBS or the ABC or get back to the book I'm reading. 
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
There are assumptions in your question that competition is desirable for the production of outcomes. It is not competition that drives production at ABC or SBS they are driven by intelligent inquiry. They provide disinterested inquiry, something impossible when efforts are being made to convince viewers of something.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
Once again, there is an assumption that competitive neutrality is something they have to be on about. They are competitive because of the quality of their productions and nothing else. I'd be amazed to find out that the Boards of the ABC and SBS gave any thought to competition with 7,9, and 10. There is no comparison!
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
No.
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
I am able to watch SBS and enjoy the complimentary content it provides. I can also enjoy it as some relief from undesirable repetition of programs on the ABC made necessary by the undermining of its funding base. 
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
See my response to Q8.
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A market-based way has value only to differing degrees for different people. The ABC and SBS, and Fairfax for that matter provide me with information I can trust because they have no agendas other than truthful exchange of information. Market-base always has agendas – those that will sell stuff to make a profit. I’m only interested in this to a degree – enough to be free to manage my own life which involves a freedom to assess and to choose. I resent those who are able to find certainty in anything that involves belief and I look to my government to be similarly disinterested, though I realise it's a naïve hope.
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