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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – Dale Johnston (30 April 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
None that I can see.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
More regulation and more pressure on the ABC budget will lead to a reduction in competition. This will suit the corporations who always seek to reduce competition, but will it serve the community?
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
Yes.
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
Since when has competition become a dangerous thing? 
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Yes.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
Yes. 
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
Is this whole thing really about fairness, or is it about political control and a determination on the part of large corporations to control the market to suit themselves. Please be aware any further reduction in and control over the ABC in particular will disadvantage my wife and I (we are pensioners and cannot afford pay TV). We would also be disadvantaged if we were forced to get our current affairs news from private corporations pushing their own agenda. If the conservatives and their corporation mates get their way with this we will have no fairness or balance. At least with the ABC as it is there is the opportunity for different opinions to get an airing. Left up to the Murdoch media we would only ever hear the news they want us to hear. The questions that have not been asked relate to: who will gain from competitive neutrality and why are certain people so scared of the ABC?
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