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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
Submission – Bernie McComb (20 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
Yes, they can't afford sport any more and talent developed is kidnapped by commercials. Is there any traffic the other way? Leave ABC alone please.
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
Commercials are at liberty to say whatever they like, confrontational disinformation and seriously big porkies. Could this be why viewer numbers are down, also ad placements down. Less and less watchable.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
Yes for ABC and SBS, never has been for commercials, totally untrustworthy, see Media Watch. Did they write this question? If so please ask ABC to unmuddle questions next time.
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
ABC and SBS suffer disadvantage in policzl coverage because government ministers don't even respond to so many invitations. Interesting people on interesting topics do get on ABC and SBS, possibly declining provocative bias on commercials. When will they ever do something like War on Waste?
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
Yes. Unfortunately commercials can claim disadvantage when they ignore early opportunities for valuable coverage like soccer through to Handmaid's Tale.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
As ABC budget has been hacked, for news its lost its way. Caravanning, it's ironic that Radio National coverage is so patchy. Occasionally tried News Radio but too much repetition, same with News24 TV, only ever switched on for Lateline, RIP. It's especially cruel to see Emma Alberici demoted to occasional headline pieces. Pity about AM, World Today and PM, proper news with context. Never been able to get anything but exasperation out of news antics by Commercials.
Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Don't trust government in general, Fifield in particular. Can you record an "open finding" or must it be opinionated accidental death, suicide or murder? Please try to be a little compassionate and less obsessional you objective.
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