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Inquiry into the competitive neutrality of Australia’s national broadcasters
[bookmark: _GoBack]Submission – Anonymous 10 (20 June 2018)
Question 8: Considering the commercial activities of the national broadcasters (e.g. where they are selling or purchasing goods and services), is there evidence that they have taken undue advantage of their government ownership, to the detriment of competitive outcomes?
Not that I am aware of
Question 9: What is the differential impact of regulation on commercial and national broadcasters, and is there evidence of consequent adverse impacts on competition and outcomes?
The ABC and SBS are subjected, quite rightly, to a constant scrutiny about their balance. Some of this has of late resulted in criticism from parties who see balance from the perspective of a very skewed fulcrum. Commercial broadcasters can be as totally unbalanced in the interests or their owners and advertisers and nobody calls them out for it.
Question 10: Is the reporting and accountability by the national broadcasters on their best endeavours to observe competitive neutrality adequate?
Not privy to that reporting
Question 11: Are you aware of any specific instances where the ABC or SBS may have received any other competitive advantage, due to their public ownership, to the detriment of a private competitor?
No
Question 12: The SBS Charter requires it to take into account the activities of the ABC and community television on radio and television. In the context of the competitive neutrality principles how in your view, is the SBS complying with this requirement? From your perspective does it adequately cover the activities of the SBS?
What SBS offers , with its emphasis on international news and multicultural issues, is a different product to both the ABC and the commercial channels. 
At times it may compete with the commercial channels, as they also compete with each other. I do not see it as the place of regulation to molly-coddle the commercial interests of media magnates but more to ensure that we also have the diversity that channels such as SBS and community media provide.
Question 13: From your perspective do the national broadcasters seek a balance between competing in the market and complementing the market? Is that balance the same for traditional broadcasting and for new digital platforms?
What the national broadcasters provide is a from a completely different perspective to the commercial offerings. The ABC informs Australians impartially about Australian matters across a free range of topics using everything from investigative reporting to drama to convey information about our culture, environment, politics and society.
The commercial broadcasters seek to present their owners views while maximising commercial revenue. They are driven by the particular biases of their owners and the advertisers who are their source of funds. They are therefore not motivated to offer the thoughtful balanced view.Question 14: Do you have comment on these guiding principles?
I do not think that the ABC and SBS should be subjected to a test of commercial neutrality like this. The nature of commercial media, owned and controlled as it is by international and big corporate interests, means that it is of necessity biased towards the interests of its owners and the advertisers who are their source of funds. They do not have the interests of the Australian people in general as a guiding principle. They are therefore not a source of the balanced Australian content that is provided by the ABC and the wonderfully multicultural content we get from SBS.
This enquiry appears to be concerned entirely with competitive neutrality without regard to the content neutrality that is not provided by the commercial channels.
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