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Dear Sir

RE: Mobile Coverage Programme Submission

Regional Development Australia - Ipswich and West Moreton (“RDA-I&WM”) would like to
commend the Federal Government on the development of the Mobile Coverage Programme.
Enhanced coverage, competition and capacity of the current mobile networks within the
RDA-I&WM region is an essential requirement to achieve the regions digital vision of Ipswich
and West Moreton as a connected and productive region.

Ubiquitous mobile connectivity is driving change to the way we work, the way we
communicate with customers and the way we solve old problems faster than any other
technology ever — it will lead to more efficient business models and improved lifestyles for
individuals and society.

As wireless capabilities become increasingly integrated within computer chips, the benefits
of the computing world ~ innovation, short development cycles and low cost — are extending
into mobile communications. As a result, traditionally unconnected devices are becoming
connected — varying from smartphones, to cars and industrial machinery to farmland
equipment. Increasingly the geo-spatial data that can be associated with a mobile device will
drive changing business models in many sectors.

Ubiquitous mobile connectivity is becoming increasingly important in tourism, hospitality,
agribusiness and education.

The Ipswich and West Moreton region is aiming to understand this global mobility trend and
build appropriate infrastructures and applications to support and augment mobility to achieve
optimal benefits over the next decade.

In relation to the Discussion Paper, RDA-I&WM would like to make the following comments:

* For all areas where Programme funds are being utilised for new base stations,
except for extremely remote areas, 4G LTE and 3G mobile voice and broadband as a
minimum quality standard should be applied;

*  RDA-I&WM support the objective of mandatory local input to the 'list' of base station
locations. The Commonwealth should provide an open mechanism to capture input to
this list before the Programme is opened for application submissions:




+ RDA-I&WM believe any utilisation of Public Funds should drive increased competition
as well as coverage outcomes. Success should not be measured solely by 'new'
square kilometre voice signal coverage increase but also take into account the
exploding rate of data usage requirements. In essence the delivery of both data and
voice is essential;

+ RDA-I&WM believe that the definition of 'black spots' should also include areas
where there is low signal strength coverage but also a low level of user experience
relating to data transmission performance resulting in near unusable data;

»  RDA-I&WM support the use of all applicable NBN Co fixed wireless, satellite, fibre
and transit network infrastructure as an absolutely essential element to achieve
optimal programme success;

+  RDA-I&WM suggest that provisions for local community input, competition outcomes
and network capacity improvement are included in the Programme assessment
criteria; and

*  RDA-I&WM support both Option 2 and 3 as the preferred delivery mechanism with
either option to be applied based on specific outcomes to achieve increased
coverage, competition and choice.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment to this important initiative. If the
Department wishes to discuss any of these matters further please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Yours faithfully

Y, Cpart A

MargaretiGrumseli
Executive Qfficer
Regional Development Australia - Ipswich & West Moreton Inc.





