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I am the Captain of Mogandale Bushfire Brigade covering a large area from 10 km North of
Condobolin in central NSW.
Presently we have extremely limited mobile coverage in the area to the North and North East of
Condobolin. Mobile telephones may work from the tops of hills in some areas. This area is
currently serviced by Mt Herring CDMA tower for household/business telephone service.This
system is currently over 20 years old and has diminishing reliability. Compounding Bushfire
communication problems is the unreliable nature of radio communications in this area, particularly
when in heavy smoke. At a recent fire caused by a powerline failure I was fortunate to be in an
area with Mobile coverage when our radios were down so had backup to direct resources to the
area. In the case of an accident or other emergency this might be a life saving asset.
Mt Herring has an existing tower, power and a fibre optic cable to Condobolin. This sight would
compliment the tower at Tullamore about 70 km NE of Mt Herring and possibly another existing 
tower at Yellow Mountain about 70 km to the NW of Condobolin. Due to the range of hills to the
North of Condobolin and the range that Mt Herring forms part of there is no other practical site
likely to give coverage to this very large area. I hope that something may be done to improve our
situation,
 
Captain
John McDonald
Mogandale Bushfire Brigade
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