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Mobile Coverage Programme

We make the following submission from the perspective of a Central West NSW
rural area.

Question One

In response to question one we agree with minimum base station quality
standards as listed. This also would achieve a significant improvement in
wireless internet service in some areas.

Mobile Black Spots Project

The suggestion that local government and communities co-fund the
infrastructure would result in no service for some rural communities. Many
rural Councils in NSW are experiencing difficulty remaining financially
sustainable. Members of rural communities are already struggling with cost of
living pressures.

Utilising the NBN Fixed Wireless Network

In the area in which we reside, the NBN Co has selected a site for a base station.
If built it would be unsuitable for mobile communications because the area
covered would only provide service to a small number of users. If a base
station was established at Mount Macquarie (Blayney Shire NSW) it would give
access to mobile users in a wide area including some current mobile black spots.
A 4G installation which provides acceptable internet access in rural areas would
allow NBN Co to allocate resources elsewhere. It would also be a source of
additional revenue for the MNQO'’s.

For rural communities their most important need is for a reliable widespread
mobile service.

Yours faithfully

P. Menzies and K. Menzies
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