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Mobile Coverage Programme .
Department of Communications

mobilecoverage@communications.gov.a

Dear Sir/Madam

The District Council of Loxton Waikerie submission to the Australian
Government Department of Communications Mobile Coverage Programme

The District Council of Loxton Waikerie welcomes the Federal Governments review
of its planned provision of mobile coverage and the proposed investment in the
mobile network expansion and mobile black spot coverage.

The District Council of Loxton Waikerie is located on the River Murray in eastern
South Australia and is part of the Riverland region servicing approximately 35,000
people.

The Riverland also attracts in excess of 1.0 million visitor's nights per annum,
416,000 day trippers and covers the intersection of major freight and passenger
transport routes.

Whilst the major towns receive reasonable mobile phone coverage, areas
particularly in a band to the south of Loxton and Waikerie ranging from Blanchetown
in the west to the Victorian border to the east and from Waikerie west to Blanchetown
receive no or very sporadic service.

This area generally consists of dry land and approximately 1000 cereal and
vegetable business and produces an estimated $250 million at farm gate.

With the price of grain fluctuating as regularly as it does, the modern farming
business is put at a distinct disadvantage if through lack of mobile coverage the
business is unable to respond accordingly to take advantage of peaks in price.

With farming enterprises now so highly geared and capital intensive in order to be
productive in today’'s competitive global market reliable mobile coverage is an
essential element of daily business.
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Council also brings to your attention the fact that even adjacent our more highly
populated towns, the mobile coverage is limited in certain areas.

On behalf of our businesses, visitors and residents we seek your commitment to

include the Riverland and the areas noted on the attachment in the review of mobile
network expansion and black spot coverage.

\fou\rs sincerely
i

f
A
eter Ackland

Chief Executive Officer

cc. Member for Barker, Tony Pasin
ME&MLGA
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