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Proposed regulatory changes to help roll out faster broadband:

request for submissions
Cables Downunder (Formally Sydney Cables Downunder) was formed in the early 1990’s to protest against the erection of the Optus Cable and act as the peak body for other community based protest groups.
With Support from the NSW Local Government Association we approached the then Communications Minister, Senator Alston and as a consequence changes were made to the Communications Legislation and Regulations to regulate and prevent the future unrestricted erection of Communications cables in our streets. Senator Alston with the publics concerns in mind also put in place the “putting Cables Underground Working Party” who produced their final report on the 24 November 1998.
Over time we were approached by other groups and private individuals who felt that the real problem was not just the Communications Cables but the whole outdated overhead cable networks including Power. At various times Companies such as McNair have conducted polling which showed that a majority of residents not only wanted their Power Cables or Wires buried but were also prepared to pay a levy to accomplish it.

With the original announcement of the construction of the NBN we were pleased in that it would not only reduce the blight of overhead cables but simplify our communications network and make it internationally competitive. By comparison, the “OOKLA Net Index”, which is based on a 30 day rolling average the OECD average speed is 31.2 Mbps. 
By comparison:

Singapore is rated first at 134.21Mbps. 

Japan second at 103.02Mbps
The USA  25th with 37.04Mbps
Germany  34th with 31.01Mbps

The United Kingdom  35th with 30.97Mbps
China  37th with 30.66Mbps

Australia only rates at No 60 with 17.7 Mbps
Australia was once only the third country in the world to build a computer, but the above figures show how far we have slipped behind in Communications, innovation, Technology and Industry. 
Instead of trying to reinvent the wheel we should be following the successful example set by other countries, many of them major trading partners of ours.
While Broadband is often regarded as a means of entertainment or sending E-Mails, it is also used by business for everything from communications to ATM and even Medical uses; hence its speed and reliability must be assured.
Turning our minds to reliability there are many examples where overhead Communications have badly let us down, sometimes with disastrous results. While the list is exhaustive I will give the following few examples of such cases

1. Around six years ago I was suffering from bronchitis for which I was prescribed a puffer. Upon using it for the first time I suffered severe chest pains. My doctor advised me to call an ambulance and go to hospital for monitoring. When I tried to make the call both lines and my VOIP phone were dead. Although living in a Sydney suburb my mobile did not work inside the house, so in a distressed condition I had to walk out on to the road to call an ambulance.
The cause of the disruption was a truck hitting a pole and damaging Communications Cables further up the road.

2. Of recent times we have had numerous storms and cyclones mainly along the Eastern Seaboard which have brought down cables. Communications as well as power was cut off hampering the rescue and recovery efforts.
3. October 2013 out of control bush fires in Springwood, Winmalee and Lithgow destroyed communications cables making it impossible for residents to receive warnings and calls for help. This also disrupted the firefighting efforts.

4. February 2009 a number of rural towns such as King Lake with many lives lost due to severe bushfires on Black Friday. Again a failure of overhead communications cables isolated communities and hampered Fire Fighting efforts.

5. January 2003 a fire swept down into the city of Canberra decimating whole streets. The fire control centre was moved three times due at times to the loss of communications. A study conducted after this event showed the loss of contact with critical monitoring stations hampered Fire Fighting efforts. 

Further upon investigation it was found that Power and Communications cables buried around one meter underground were untouched by the effect of the fire and only failed due to radiant heat in access pits which had steel lids. This issue could be simply overcome by an appropriate layer of insulation under the lid.
6. December 2002. Fires ring Sydney and perhaps the worst hit was a fire in the Glenori Area. Overhead power and Communications cables were destroyed again disrupting Communications and firefighting efforts. Telstra brought in a Mobile Communications trailer and tower which were of limited use due to the undulating nature of the terrain interrupting the signals path.
In all the above incidents and many more too numerous to raise here, secure communications were critical yet failed as the Cables were overhead and destroyed by fire or motor vehicle accidents. 
Further the question must be asked, has any engineering investigation been undertaken to determine if the average power pole is capable of supporting the additional weight of more cables? Can it withstand environmental effects such as stresses induced by wind and weight when the cables become wet especially if the cables are bundled forming pockets which capture and hold water.   How much will these stresses increase maintenance and shorten the life 0f poles? 

As a consequence of the above we believe the erection of further overhead cables to be not in the national interest. We also believe the proposed wiping from the statute books of legislation which regulated the erection of communications cables, which was put in place by the Howard Government due to concerns by ordinary citizens and to guard against the erection of overhead communications cables without regard to community concerns. As such we would regard any such changes to not be in the public interest and a flagrant disregard of the wishes of the electorate who through protests and lobbying of their local members and the Federal Communications Minister this legislation was enacted in the first place.
Further any injury or loss of life due to the stringing up of further communications cables from poles when they could have been safely buried is not just lamentable but makes those responsible culpable. 
Consequently we strongly oppose the erection of any further communications cables especially ones larger than those already in place and this opposition includes any instrument which makes this possible. 

Yours faithfully.

Peter Downey

Peter Downey

Chairman

Cables Downunder.
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