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1 For example, in 2024, 49% of Australians used social media to access news, and 60% of Gen Z used social media as their 
main news source. Park, S., Fisher, C., McGuinness, K., Lee, J., McCallum, K., Cai, X., Chatskin, M., Mardjianto, L. & Yao, P. 
(2024) Digital News Report: Australia 2024, 10, 14. Canberra: News and Media Research Centre, University of Canberra. 
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2 The top seven plaƞorms used by journalists professionally were Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, TwiƩer/X, YouTube, 
TikTok and WhatsApp. Medianet 2024 Australian Media Landscape Report, 91-92. 
3 As the Issues Paper notes, these groups include women, people from culturally and linguisƟcally diverse backgrounds, 
people living with disability or medical condiƟons, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, people who idenƟfy as 
LGBTQIA+, people with parƟcular religious beliefs, children and older Australians. Issues Paper, 10; House of 
RepresentaƟves Select CommiƩee on Social Media and Online Safety, ‘Social Media and Online Safety’ (March 2022), 29-44. 
4 Issues Paper, 49; House of RepresentaƟves Select CommiƩee on Social Media and Online Safety, ‘Social Media and Online 
Safety’ (March 2022), 79. 
5 INSI, UNESCO & Thomson Reuters FoundaƟon/ Khaled Abdullah, 'Online AƩacks Against Journalists: Know Your Rights', 
(November 2021), 12.  
6 Poseƫ, J, Shabbir, N, Maynard, D, Bontcheva, K and Aboulez, N, 'The Chilling: global trends in online violence against 
women journalists; research discussion paper' UNESCO (2021) 12; Issues Paper, 49; House of RepresentaƟves Select 
CommiƩee on Social Media and Online Safety, ‘Social Media and Online Safety’ (March 2022) 79. 
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7Poseƫ, J, Shabbir, N, Maynard, D, Bontcheva, K and Aboulez, N, 'The Chilling: global trends in online violence against 
women journalists; research discussion paper' UNESCO (2021) 15.  
8 Poseƫ, J, Shabbir, N, Maynard, D, Bontcheva, K and Aboulez, N, 'The Chilling: global trends in online violence against 
women journalists; research discussion paper' UNESCO (2021) 6. Issues Paper, 49.  
9 Reporters without Borders, 'Sexisms Toll on Journalism' (8 March 2021), 25; Ferrier, M, 'AƩacks and Harassment: The 
Impact on Female Journalists and their ReporƟng', InternaƟonal Women's Media FoundaƟon in collaboraƟon with Troll 
Busters, 7.  
10 Issues Paper, 47. 
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11 Guidance in the Explanatory Statement for the Online Safety (Basic Online Safety ExpectaƟons) Amendment 
DeterminaƟon 2024 indicates hate speech can involve expressions of hate against a person or group of people on the basis 
of race, ethnicity, disability, religious affiliaƟon, caste, sexual orientaƟon, sex, gender idenƟty, disease, immigrant status, 
asylum seeker or refugee status, or age. 


