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Introduction 
Thank you for the opportunity for the Housing Industry Association (HIA) to provide a submission on the 
proposed Australian New Vehicle Efficiency Standard (NVES).  

About HIA 
The Housing Industry Association (HIA) is Australia’s only national industry association representing the 
interests of the residential building industry.  

As the voice of the residential building industry, HIA represents a membership of 60,000 across Australia. 
Our members are involved in delivering more than 200,000 new homes each year through the 
construction of new housing estates, detached homes, low & medium-density housing developments, 
apartment buildings and completing renovations on Australia’s 10 million existing homes.  

HIA members comprise a diverse mix of companies, including volume builders delivering thousands of 
new homes a year through to small and medium home builders delivering one or more custom built 
homes a year. From sole traders to multi-nationals, HIA members construct over 85 per cent of the 
nation’s new building stock.  

HIA exists to service the businesses it represents, advocate for the best possible business environment 
for the building industry and to encourage a responsible and quality driven, affordable residential building 
development industry.  

HIA develops and advocates policy on behalf of members to further advance new home building and 
renovating, enabling members to provide affordable and appropriate housing to the growing Australian 
population. 

Within this context as it relates to the NVES, HIA’s members are not involved directly in the selling, 
manufacturing or supplying vehicles that would be captured by the proposed NVES.  

Rather HIA members are direct consumers and hugely reliant on those vehicles that would be captured by 
the NVES, particularly utes and other light commercial vehicles.  

General comments 
There has been extensive commentary on the impact the proposed fuel emissions standards will have on 
the cost and availability of various car types under the proposed new laws. 

On one hand the Government has said that the new emissions standards won’t increase the costs of utes, 
4WD’s or other light-commercial vehicles nor restrict access to these types of vehicles going forward. 

However, other industry experts have indicated that modelling they have undertaken indicates that the 
new laws would add significant upfront costs and likely result in car manufacturers needed to scale back 
the key types of vehicles that our industry relies on to run and operate their businesses. 

Whilst we understand and support the intent of the proposed emission standards in reducing fuel costs 
and lowering overall emissions, however, the uncertainty of new laws and the competing information 
being released is not helpful. 

For the building industry utes and other light commercial vehicles are the key tool tradies and builders rely 
on for running and operating their businesses. 

Over the past three years, the building industry has faced significant construction price increases, arising 
from material and labour shortages, as well a range of changes to building, WHS, taxation and business 
compliance costs. 
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Any further added costs, complexities or regulatory impediments being layered over the top of our 
industry at this time will only make their jobs harder and have downstream impacts on housing supply and 
affordability. 

As such, HIA is not opposed to the introduction of the NVES.  

However, how the NVES is implemented is critical including on its timing, scope of coverage, consideration 
of alternate approaches on its introduction and downstream impacts on businesses to minimise its impact.  

The following outlines HIA’s concerns in the implementation of the NVES as proposed in the consultation 
paper.
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Organisation questionnaire response 
Privacy Setting: I agree for my response to be published with my name and position. 

 

 

What organisation do you 
represent?  
 
(required) 

Housing Industry Association (HIA) 
 

What is your name?  
 
(required) 
 

Simon Croft 
 
 
 
 

What is your position at the 
organisation?  
 
(required) 

Chief Executive - Industry & Policy 
 
 

Please rank the proposed options 
in order of preference. 
 
(optional) 

Option A - 0th, Option B - 0th, Option C - 0th 
 
 

Briefly, what are your reasons for 
your choice?  
 
(optional, 3000 character limit) 

HIA would like to see greater suite of options including exemptions for 
business operations that rely on use of utes and other light 
commercial vehicles similar o the US model. Please refer to our 
submission for further detail. 
 
 

Do you support the Government's 
preferred option (Option B)?  
 
(optional) 

NULL 
 

Do you have any feedback on the 
analysis approach and key 
assumptions used?  
 
(optional, 3000 character limit) 

Please refer to our submission 
 

Briefly, describe how the NVES 
might impact your organisation  
 
(optional, 3000 character limit) 

Please see attached submission. 
 

Who should the regulated entity 
be?  
 
(optional, 3000 character limit) 

Please see attached submission. 
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