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Council Ref: 24/331380
4 July 2024

Urban Policy Team

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development,
Communications and the Arts
urbanpolicyinput@infrastructure.gov.au

Dear Urban Policy Team,
Re: National Urban Policy — Consultation Draft — Submission

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the National Urban Policy — Consultation Draft
(May 2024).

Council officers have reviewed the draft document and provide feedback on the key objectives of the
proposed policy, which is attached for your consideration. In summary, the comments relate to:

- General support for a National Urban Policy;

- Timing of consultation and information sessions;

- The relationship to existing State/Territory and local polices and systems;

- The need for statutory backing and a detailed implementation and Funding Plan;

- Challenges and barriers to growth, including land fragmentation and land acquisition
timeframes and funding;

- Housing affordability, density and diversity, and market forces;

- Infrastructure to support growth, including open space, schools and transport;

- Clear assessment parameters for managing climate change;

- The need for a whole of government approach including collaboration and coordination to
deliver growth, and

- The need to recognise the complexities and timeframes of housing and growth area delivery.

| look forward to your consideration of the above matters and happy to discuss at the appropriate
time.

Yours sincerely

Josh Pownell
Manager Strategic Planning
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Oran Park NSW 2570
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ATTACHMENT 1 - SUBMISSION ON DRAFT NATIONAL URBAN POLICY

General Comments

It is positive to see the Federal Government becoming directly involved in urban policy.
However, the timing between notification of the information sessions (Friday 21 June) and the
actual sessions (Monday 24 June) was very brief and resulted in many interested parties
being unable to attend. This does not support the Policy’s intent of broad ranging, meaningful
and effective community participation and engagement in urban planning initiatives (see page
15).

It is not clear how the Policy will ‘value add’ to the existing state/territory and local policies and
systems or result in broad ranging and meaningful change. Further, the link to the
Parliamentary Inquiry into the NSW Planning Framework is unclear.

For the vision, goals, and objectives of the Policy to be achieved, the Policy would need to be
supported by a detailed Implementation and Funding Plan that clearly identifies responsibilities
for funding/resourcing and delivering key outcomes in a sequenced and logical way.

The goals and objectives of the Policy also needs to be embedded within statute at all levels
to ensure accountability. Further, systems and funding need to be in place to enable delivery
of desired outcomes.

Council officers also note that the Australian Government has previously made several
commitments under the Western Sydney City Deal which are yet to be fulfilled, including
delivery of the North South Rail Line.

Objective 1 — No-one and No Place Left Behind

Challenges / Barriers to Growth

Key mechanisms need to be introduced to assist councils in growth areas to manage precincts
which comprise fragmented land holdings in diverse ownerships. Additionally, funding to
support precinct planning in local areas should be prioritised as a matter of urgency and
extended to include funding to councils to enable upfront purchase of land required for
infrastructure and open space, and natural areas, in precinct planning. This will support urban
growth and help facilitate the timely delivery of new housing stock, and create more certainty,
fairness and timeliness for owners whose land is identified for open space, riparian land or
other infrastructure purposes. This funding could take the form of grants or interest free loans
to councils, with loans only repayable once sufficient developer contributions have been
collected.

Housing

The Policy mentions housing affordability and density, but housing diversity also needs to be
prioritised. Our communities are diverse, and a better housing mix is required to better
accommodate broad ranging needs.
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¢ In terms of housing affordability, it is not clear how opportunities to provide affordable housing
can be shared across our cities and regional areas.

¢ Promoting higher densities needs to be supported with clear evidence on the infrastructure
needs/demands created by higher development yields. Many areas are planned for a certain
capacity and additional dwellings/development creates strain on systems not designed to cope
for the additional growth.

e Australia currently has a situation where housing demand far exceeds existing and upcoming
supply. Market conditions need to be explored/assessed so that the major drivers of this
imbalance can be addressed.

Objective 2 — All People Belong and Are Welcome

Housing

o As mentioned above, the Policy mentions housing affordability and density but does not
mention housing diversity. To ensure urban areas represent diversity and are vibrant, greater
housing diversity and choice needs to be prioritised to ensure that diverse and changing
housing needs are accommodated, while providing more affordable housing options.

Infrastructure

e As mentioned above, greater housing densities must consider the required infrastructure
(including social infrastructure) to support vibrant and diverse communities.

Objective 3 — Our Urban Areas Are Safe

Climate Change

e Planning to address climate change is mentioned. However, there needs to be a national
approach and clarity around how our cities can transition and a clearer connection to
state/territory planning frameworks to ensure a consistent approach. For example, setting
clear assessment parameters may be useful to inform state/territory policy and frameworks on
matters such as urban heat.

Objective 4 — Our Urban Areas Are Sustainable

Climate Change

¢ As mentioned above, planning to address climate change is mentioned. However, there needs
to be a national approach and clarity around how our cities can transition and a clearer
connection to state/territory planning frameworks to ensure a consistent approach. For
example, setting clear assessment parameters may be useful to inform state/territory policy
and frameworks on matters such as urban heat.
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Objective 5 — Our Urban Environments and Communities Promote Health and Wellbeing

Infrastructure

¢ As mentioned, greater housing densities must consider the required infrastructure (including
social infrastructure) to ensure equitable access is provided across urban areas. This includes
access to green and blue grid networks, recreational areas and active transport infrastructure
to facilitate healthy communities.

Housing
e To ensure urban environments and communities promote health and wellbeing, it is important
that greater housing diversity and choice, including affordable housing options, are prioritised
and delivered in urban areas to cater for diverse and changing housing needs.

Objective 6 — Our Urban Areas Promote Productivity

Whole of Government commitment

¢ As noted in the Policy, there needs to be commitment and ongoing collaboration between and
across all levels of government to ensure the timely delivery of appropriate city shaping,
growth enabling and growth servicing infrastructure. However, there also needs to be
integrated action. Detailed planning and development of growth precincts is currently
hampered by the lack of strategic infrastructure coordination, funding and delivery. For
example, page 23 states that the “provision of schooling should be front and centre in new
urban developments to ensure all children have access to high quality education.” However, in
reality, schools are not always provided in a timely or appropriate way. School sites are often
undersized and overcrowded, and reliant on external facilities for playing fields, parking, drop
offs and the like. A further example is that provision of public transport is often promised but
never delivered or delivered in a way that does not meet user needs.

Concluding Comments

e The Policy is ambitious and broad ranging at a high level, but fails to recognise the
complexities, competing priorities and conflicts (land use and other) that need to be
considered and balanced in any urban planning initiatives and in the delivery of liveable,
equitable, productive, sustainable and resilient urban and regional areas. It also fails to
recognise the amount of time required to work through, negotiate and balance all competing
interests in land use planning and development processes, and the cost burden of these
processes, which ultimately impacts housing affordability and end users.
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English

If you need help understanding this information, please call the
Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to
call Camden Council on 13 226 336 on your behalf.

fEi{&eh3Z (Simplified Chinese)

MR EBEELEIERAZNAR, AT &K EB131 450,
BERENFFNOIRARSS (TIS) , REER N IEFLIE13 226 336
Bt R Camden i S BT

FRERT (Traditional Chinese)
MREREEIEMAER NS o e EHE131450
Br4S B2 AN SR RS (TIS) » RBE R A EE1%13 226 336
4% Camdenmh B G BT

(Arabic) (s

JLaidl 2548 (Wlogleall 030 g8 (8 daclumall d>ly (QMS K]
lallg 131450 @8yl e (TIS) dagadnlly dyy il dazyill doasy
eSie bl 13226 336 e8))1 Lle Camden Gulaey JLaidl pgio

Espafiol (Spanish)

Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta informacion llame al
Servicio de Traduccion e Interpretacion (TIS) al 131 450 y pida que
llamen a la Municipalidad de Camden al 13 226 336 en su nombre.

Tiéng Viét (Vietnamese)

Néu can ngudi trg gitip minh hiéu théng tin nay, xin quy
vi goi cho Dich vu Théng phién dich (TIS) qua s6 131 450
va yéu cau ho goi cho Héi d6ng Thanh phé Camden s6
13 226 336 giim quy vi.

YAt (Punjabi)

Aag 397G for Areardt § avse fée Hee € 83 9, 3t fagur
33 131 450 '3 THBfEQ M3 fEeaqféar mafen (TIS) & 25 a3
3 Buot § 39731 39€ 13 226 336 ‘3 Camden IHS & 26 IS
FE J|

Italiano (ltalian)

Se ti serve aiuto per capire queste informazioni, telefona al Servizio
traduzioni e interpreti (TIS) al numero 131 450 e chiedi di chiamare
per tuo conto il Comune di Camden al numero 13 226 336.

(Assyrian/Aramaic) 13631 \ Aoal 155\
131450 2iiacp AN (TIS) 2800302 A0\ 28 0300 Q2 0)
Camden 2 23403 18 @203 20 4 A70) woldy (Id\ 0

13226 336 2o AL

70 Central Ave,

Oran Park NSW 2570 PO Box 183, Camden 2570
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Aarett (Nepali)

e JUIEATS A THARY g1 Aed oo ¥ HudT 131 450
HT 37ATE X &IHTS T (TIS) AT hiF g I dqUTSehl AT
Camden ehTIfAeTelTs 13 226 336 AT Gl T+ M SIE

Cpncku (Serbian)

Ako Bam je notpebHa nomoh aa 6ucte pasymenu oBe MHGopmaLmje,
no3osute Cnyxby 3a nucmeHo 1 ycmeHo npesofetse (TIS) Ha 131 450
1 3amonuTe fa Bam Hasoy OnwtuHy Camden Ha 13 226 336.

f&=<t (Hindi)

Tfe 3T TSR ol GHSA | 3! YgRIdT dhl 3MaTehd] g,
Jt FUAT SraTE G GHTT T4 (TIS) i 131 450 R idd e
3R 32 3MMUeh! 3R & Camden AT At 13 226 336 TR Shict
& & fAu ag |

Hrvatski (Croatian)

Ako trebate pomo¢ da biste razumjeli ove informacije, nazovite
Sluzbu za prevodenje i tumacenje (TIS) na 131 450 i zamolite da
vam nazovu Op¢inu Camden na 13 226 336.

EAAnvika (Greek)

Edv xpeialeoTe BoriBeia yia va kataAdBeTe autég TI TTANPOQOpiES,
TNAeQwvAaTe atnv YTmpeaia Metdgpaang kai Aigppnveiag (TIS)
o1o 131 450 kai {nmroTe Toug va kaAéaouv Tov Afjpo Camden oTov
ap1Buo 13 226 336 yia Aoyapiaoud oag.

Malti (Maltese)

Jekk ghandek bzonn ghajnuna tifthem dan it-taghrif, jekk joghgbok
¢empel lis-Servizz tat-Traduzzjoni u I-Interpretar (TIS) fuq 131 450
u stagsihom icemplu lill-Kunsill ta’ Camden fuq 13 226 336 ghan-
nom tieghek.

Tagalog/Filipino (Tagalog/Filipino)

Kung kailangan mo ng tulong sa pag-unawa ng impormasyong ito,

mangyaring tumawag sa Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS)

sa 131 450 at hilingin sa kanila na tumawag sa Camden Council sa
13 226 336 para sa iyo.

Deutsch (German)

Wenn Sie zum Verstandnis dieser Informationen Hilfe bendtigen,
wenden Sie sich bitte an den Ubersetzungs- und Dolmetscherdienst
(TIS) unter 131 450 und bitten Sie diesen, die Stadtverwaltung
Camden unter der Nummer 13 226 336 fir Sie anzurufen.
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