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Council of Mayors 
South East Queensland 

16 August 2022 

The Hon. Catherine King MP 
Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government 
Email: Catherine.Kinci.MPaph.gov.au   

Dear Minister, 

Thank you for confirming time to meet with the Mayors of South East Queensland (SEQ) on 
7 September 2022 during our upcoming delegation to Canberra. The Mayors acknowledge 
the important role you play in the future of SEQ and are excited to meet with you next month. 

Ahead of our meeting I wanted to highlight a matter of importance to SEQ. The Mayors have 
previously written to the Commonwealth expressing concerns about the impact Inland Rail 
will have on local communities in our region due to increased congestion and freight 
movements to and from the Port of Brisbane. 

I am informed that best practice for productivity and efficiency of port operations worldwide, 
is for at least 30-50% of freight movements to be handled through inland distribution hubs. 
Currently, this is now less than two percent for the Port of Brisbane and is therefore 
contributing to congestion of the road network in SEQ. This issue will be exacerbated as our 
population grows by an estimated 1.65 million people by 2041. 

Earlier this year Council of Mayors (SEQ) Board was presented with a briefing on the 
proposed PortConnex Project. The Mayors believe such a direct rail connection with a tunnel 
to the Port of Brisbane is essential to supercharge SEQ's trade and investment into the 
future. 

It would appear, only an industry-led proposal such as the proposed PortConnex Project 
could achieve this, while delivering significant economic, social and environmental benefits 
for our region in a most cost effective and timely manner. 

Linking with the Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC's) Inland Rail Project at Ebenezer, 
would maximise freight movement efficiencies gained by Inland Rail for SEQ, Queensland 
and the eastern coast of Australia. Furthermore, the Mayors believe including a connection 
between Bromelton and Ebenezer would be important to further strengthen regional freight 
distribution. 

Establishing a freight tunnel to the port would deliver significant community benefit by 
providing an alternative to traditional heavy above ground rail and haulage corridors through 
densely populated residential areas. By significantly reducing truck and freight movements 
on SEQ's road networks, it could also reduce congestion and increase road safety for our 
communities. 



Kind regards, 

, 

Additionally, utilising zero-emission battery powered locomotives as opposed to traditional 
diesel-engine combustible locomotives would further minimise capital cost of infrastructure 
through reduction in tunnel diameter, as well as environmental and amenity impacts. It is 
also complementary to our region's sustainability targets now mandated by 2030 and ahead 
of the Brisbane 2032 Games and further growth in the SEQ region. 

An automated rail freight tunnel connection promises to futureproof the Port of Brisbane and 
improve the international competitiveness of SEQ as a gateway for our nation, by increasing 
distribution capacity and reducing freight movement times, cost and impacts on the 
community. These are all benefits which are heavily supported by the Mayors. 

The Mayors acknowledge an industry led proposal could deliver significant private 
investment, job creation, economic and community benefit for the region, and has the 
makings of a project that could form part of a future SEQ City Deal review. The Council of 
Mayors (SEQ) has previously written to Queensland Deputy Premier Hon Steven Miles MP 
and the Commonwealth Government in relation to this. 

Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner 
Chair 
Council of Mayors (SEQ) 
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