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Synopsis 

A documentary film about the interaction of humans with rats, showing pest controllers in New 
York City, disease researchers in New Orleans, rat catchers in Mumbai, people involved in the trade 
and preparation of rats as a restaurant delicacy in Vietnam, and the Karni Mata temple in India.  
 
Reasons 
 
In making this decision, the Classification Board has applied the Classification (Publications, Films 
and Computer Games) Act 1995 (the Classification Act), the National Classification Code (the 
Code) and the Guidelines for the Classification of Films 2012 (the Guidelines). 
 
In the Board's view this film warrants an MA 15+ classification as, in accordance with item 4 of the 
films table of the Code, it is unsuitable for viewing by persons under 15.  
 
Pursuant to the Guidelines, this film is classified MA 15+ as the impact of the classifiable elements 
is strong. Material classified MA 15+ is considered unsuitable for persons under 15 years of age. It 
is a legally restricted category. 
 
The classifiable element is that of themes that are strong in viewing impact.  
 
The examples described below do not represent an exhaustive list of the content that caused 
the film to be classified MA 15+. The times given are approximations. 
 
THEMES 
__________ 
 
The film contains strong themes that are justified by context. 
 
At approximately 8 minutes photographs of human limbs covered in sores from salmonella and 
rickettsia contracted from rats are shown. 

At approximately 20 minutes former ratcatcher Ed Sheehan discusses finding that “rats got into the 
kids crib” Still photos of bite marks on the limbs of babies are briefly shown on screen. 

At approximately 28 minutes photographs of human limbs with severe sores and lesions from hanta, 
bartonella and leptospira contracted from rats are shown.  

From approximately 69 minutes, a ratcatcher named Parsons is shown catching rats with trained 
terriers. At 78 minutes the terriers are shown ripping apart several live rats, and at approximately 80 
minutes Parsons holds up a semi-eviscerated rat which the camera dwells on.   

OTHER MATTERS CONSIDERED OR NOTED 
__________ 
 
The Board notes that this film contains coarse language such as “shithole” at 43 minutes which can 
be accommodated at a PG classification. 
 
In accordance with section 22CH(4) of the Classification Act, if the Board decides to revoke the 
classification of a film classified by an approved classification tool, the Board must classify the 
film.  The Board has decided to revoke the classification of the film Rats, which was classified R 
18+ with consumer advice of High Impact Violence. 
 



 

The revocation decision takes effect immediately before this classification decision. 
 
Decision 
 
This film is classified MA 15+ with consumer advice of Strong Themes. 
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