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To: The Hon Michelle Rowland MP, Minister for Communications (for decision) 

Subject: Misinformation and Disinformation Bill:

1 of 69

FOI 24-399 - Document 1

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

O
I A

ct
 1

98
2 

by
 th

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f I

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 

Tr
an

sp
or

t, 
R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



 

PROTECTED CABINET | Legal Privilege 

MS24-000090 

PROTECTED CABINET | Legal Privilege  
2 

4. That you agree to  

 

 with the governance arrangements to be developed as part 

of the two-stage targeted consultation process in recommendation 7.  

7. That you agree to a two-stage targeted consultation process ahead of the Bill’s 

introduction in Parliament, with details of the specific stakeholders and the timing to be 

agreed with your office.  

 
 

The Hon Michelle Rowland MP  Date: 19 / 1 / 2024 
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20. Two-stage consultation: The department proposes a two-stage targeted consultation process 

to allow consultation to begin prior to a completed draft Bill. Stage one will be to float broad 

concepts underpinning the proposed Bill to test stakeholder’s red line concerns. Stage two will 

test specific provisions  The 

Department will finalise the details of the stages with your office as work progresses. 

21.  

 Similarly, 

there are cross-government consultation processes  
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Consultation: ACMA 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A: Departmental briefing slides  

Cleared By: Bridget Gannon  

Position: A/g First Assistant Secretary  

Division: Online Safety, Platforms and News 

Tel: (02) 6136  

Cleared Date: 17/01/2024 

Contact Officer:   

Branch: Platforms and News 

Tel: (02) 6136  

Instructions for MPS: Nil.  

Responsible Adviser: Shervin Rafizadeh,  

PDMS Distribution List: Jim Betts, Samuel Grunhard, Bridget Gannon, Andrew Irwin, Andrew Hyles, 
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Consultation: ACMA 

 

Attachments:  
 

Attachment B: Post-consultation policy direction (slide pack)  
Attachment C: Stakeholder consultation plan  

Cleared By: James Penprase  
Position: A/g First Assistant Secretary  
Division: Online Safety, Platforms and News 
Mob:  
Cleared Date: 7 December 2023 

Contact Officer: Andrew Irwin  
Branch: Platforms and News 
Mob:  

Instructions for MPS: Nil.  
Responsible Adviser: Shervin Rafizadeh,  

PDMS Distribution List: Jim Betts, Richard Windeyer, James Penprase, Andrew Irwin,  
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Principles of the draft Bill
• Transparency – Australians should be able to see and understand 
the effectiveness of the measures taken by all parties to combat 
misinformation

• Safety – Australians should be able to access online services safely
• Responsibility – mis‐ and disinformation threats should be 
addressed by those parties best placed to manage risks

• Freedom of speech – Australians should remain free to speak their 
minds or express their genuinely held religious beliefs online

• Accountability – all parties should be recognised for their actions or 
answerable for their omissions to address misinformation threats

2

Official Sensitive: Legal Privilege 
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