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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

INTRODUCTION 

OVERVIEW 
Telstra is very pleased to submit a comprehensive response to Round 2 of the Commonwealth Mobile Black 
Spot Programme (MBSP). Our response extends the commitment and experience gained through our 
participation in the initial round of the programme. 

Telstra acknowledges that there are still significant numbers of Australians in regional areas without reliable 
access to mobile voice and data services and strongly supports this Commonwealth initiative. Our proposal 
is intended to address the needs of these Australians with an extensive infrastructure roll out of new 4GX 
mobile base stations across Australia based on known coverage black spots as recorded in the MBSP 
database. Our proposal incorporates contributions from Local Governments and State Governments, to a 
total contribution value of $49.4M, as well as proposed funding by the Commonwealth of $45.4M and a total 
funding commitment to the MBSP by Telstra of $72M. 

Our build program, at a summary level, includes 4GX mobile base stations in the following States: 

 Western Australia 

 South Australia 

 New South Wales 

 Queensland 

 Tasmania 

 Northern Territory 

 Victoria. 

Telstra is a world leader in the provision of mobile and fixed networks and a truly national organisation capable 
of undertaking large network construction projects. 

We will integrate any sites awarded to us in the MBSP with the current build program schedule for the initial 
round of the programme to ensure that we leverage the deployment of resources and ensure that we take 
into account the Commonwealth’s priorities as well as the priorities of each major co-contributor. 

A NATIONAL RESPONSE 
To prepare our response, we have closely assessed the eligibility of nominated black spots against the MBSP 
guidelines (the Guidelines) and evaluation criteria with a view to selecting sites with the greatest merit. We 
have also consulted extensively and are pleased to be able to include significant co-contributions from State 
Governments within our proposal. The proposed site lists from each relevant State have been negotiated and 
agreed with representatives of that State Government to best reflect the priorities of that State whilst also 
working within the parameters of the MBSP. We believe the final negotiated proposed site list for each relevant 
State reflects that State Government’s considered view as to the areas with the most pressing need for mobile 
coverage. 

In addition, Telstra has included a significant number of cash co-contributions from Local Governments with 
an interest in improved coverage in their local areas. A Local Government’s preparedness to commit 
ratepayer funds to improving mobile coverage reflects the high priority the community sees in mobile 
coverage. Accordingly, where a Local Government has been prepared to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with Telstra to provide a cash co-contribution, we have attempted to include their site in our 
MBSP build program. 

Due to the extensive nature of Telstra’s engagement with stakeholders and communities across Australia, 
we believe our proposal is representative of the needs and aspirations of regional Australia in respect of the 
MBSP. 
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Executive Summary 

CO-LOCATION AND COMPETITION 
Telstra respects and supports competition between carriers. Telstra would not be the organisation it is today 
without the significant competition that has been provided by other carriers over the past two decades. 

Telstra proposes to design and construct proposed base stations to support co-location of one additional 
carrier in accordance with industry standards. Exceptions may apply where existing brownfield infrastructure 
is constrained. 

CONCLUSION 
Our mission to connect more Australians than ever before to high quality mobile services has been 
demonstrated again through our strong commitment and support for the MBSP. Improved connectivity in 
regional Australia will support important public safety objectives as well as promoting numerous other 
applications of mobile technology including health, education, agriculture, tourism and leisure activities. 

Our proposed MBSP infrastructure rollout is extensive and ambitious and has been designed in consultation 
with relevant State and Local Government views. We strongly support the MBSP and offer a substantial 
financial contribution of $72M to underscore our commitment. 

We are well progressed in the current build for Round 1 of the program and are ready to augment this with 
an additional 168 sites that we anticipate will be awarded in Round 2. 

We look forward to collaborating with the Department and our co-contributors to deliver a brilliant connected 
future for even more Australians. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Attachment C1 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Black Spot Programme 
 

 

Application Pack 
 

 

Round 2 
 

 

 

This Application Pack was released by the Department of Communications and the Arts on 26 February 2016 
to assist mobile network operators and mobile network infrastructure providers to prepare and submit 

proposals for funding under round 2 of the Australian Government’s Mobile Black Spot Programme.  
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Section 1 – Introduction  
 
This Application Pack has been provided to organisations who registered with the Department of 
Communications and the Arts (the Department) as potential Applicants for Round 2 of the Mobile 
Black Spot Programme. 
 
Potential applicants wishing to apply for funding under Round 2 of the Programme must complete 
this Application Pack in its entirety and submit the Application Pack, along with all documentation 
required at Section 8.3 of the Programme Guidelines before the closing date for submitting 
Applications outlined at Section 8.4 of the Programme Guidelines. 
 
Note: In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between any part of this Application Pack and 
the Programme Guidelines, the Programme Guidelines have precedence. 

Section 2 – Pre-application lodgement 
 
As per section 8.2 of the Programme Guidelines, Mobile Network Operators who intend to submit 
an Application for funding under Round 2 of the Programme must first submit their existing 
coverage information to the Department. The existing coverage information must incorporate the 
coverage from base stations which were funded under Round 1, where relevant. 
 
A Pre-Application lodgement form has been provided at Attachment C2 to accompany 
submissions of existing coverage information. 

Section 3 – Coverage modelling specifications 
 
This section defines coverage modelling benchmarks and file formats for coverage maps submitted 
to the Department accompanying an application for funding under the Round 2 of the 
Programme.  

The specification of coverage thresholds, file structure and format aims to provide: 

 Coverage modelling outputs which can processed efficiently without manipulation 

 Streamlining of coverage metric validation process 

 Minimise the likelihood of re-submission of coverage maps 

 Comparable evaluation of coverage assessment metrics in the Base Station Assessment 
Tool based on a set of system parameters which are typical to the rural base station 
deployment scenarios. 
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Part 1 - Coverage Modelling Thresholds 

The following coverage modelling thresholds are derived from a base station system configuration 
as described in the reference system below. The following thresholds are to be used for predictive 
coverage modelling data submitted with an application for funding. 

 Handheld RSCP >= -90 dBm 

 External Antenna RSCP <-90 to >=-107dBm 

Part 2 - Reference System for Coverage Modelling Assessment 

The reference system described below is to be used to for predictive coverage modelling of 
Proposed Base Stations. It is noted that the thresholds do not necessarily align with the MNO’s 
publically available coverage maps. The coverage information is for facilitating comparative 
assessment of coverage claims for the programme and for the preparation of promotional 
material for the programme (as noted at Section 8.3.2 of the Guidelines) and will not be used for 
other purposes. 

Identical system parameters are to be assumed for both 850 and 900MHz bands. The systems are 
to be considered identical for the purpose of the coverage modelling assessment. It is assumed 
that low frequency band services are to be deployed in the black spot areas. The same RSCP 
thresholds shall be used irrespective of the intended band of operation. 

The diagram below illustrates the configuration of the base station system which shall be used to 
define the coverage thresholds. The reference system uses a configuration which is typical for 
rural base station deployment. 

 

The reference system has the following characteristics: 

 Air Interface Technology: WCDMA (3G) 

 Band of operation: 850 or 900MHz 

 1 x 80W PA per sector, 40W each for 2 channels, CPICH power = 4W (+36dBm) 

 Base station hardware installed in equipment shelter 

 TMA in use 

 Main feeder loss based on 60m of 7/8” cable at 890MHz 

 4 x feeder tails at 0.25dB each 

 Provision for combining of other frequency bands 
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Section 4 - Base Station Assessment Tool - Guide 
The Base Station Assessment Tool at Section 5 must be used to provide details for each Proposed 
Base Station included as part of an Application. The tool comprises three parts (in five separate 
sheets) which must be completed for each Proposed Base Station. All fields must be completed 
and no additional fields may be added. Any additional field information will not be considered. 

Part 1 - Proposed Base Station Information (Sheet 1) 

Instructions for completing the Proposed Base Station Information sheet are contained within the 
Excel spreadsheet itself.  
 
Proposed Base Station Identifier - Please use the format XXX-YYY-ZZZ to individually identify all 
Proposed Base Stations, where XXX is the Applicant Identifier, YYY is the numerical identifier (i.e. 
each Proposed Base Station included in the application must be numbered sequentially), and ZZZ (or 
ZZ where appropriate) is the State/Territory. The Department will provide each Applicant with a 
three letter Applicant Identifier upon registration as a potential applicant. 

Part 2 - Assessment Criteria (Sheet 2) 

Instructions for completing the Assessment Criteria sheet are contained within the Excel 
spreadsheet.  
 
The rows for each Proposed Base Station in the Assessment Criteria sheet are divided into two 
sub-rows. The white cells are for responses to be entered and the green cells contain formulas 
which will provide an indicative score based on the raw data entered. Text may only be entered 
into the white cells. 

Part 3 - Backhaul (Sheets 3a, 3b and 3c) 

Information about the proposed backhaul arrangements for each Proposed Base Station is to be 
recorded in the relevant backhaul sheets in Section 5. Instructions to complete the backhaul 
sheets are contained within these sheets: 

a) Fibre Optic Backhaul  

b) Microwave Backhaul 

c) Satellite Backhaul 

Section 5 - Base Station Assessment Tool 
(see Attachment C4) 
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Section 6 - Declaration by Applicant  
This declaration relates to the Mobile Black Spot Programme Round 2 Guidelines issued by the 
Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of Communications and the Arts 
(Department) in relation to the provision of certain services. 
 
Note: The Declaration must be made and signed by a person duly authorised to make the 
declaration on behalf of the Applicant and who occupies a senior executive position within the 
Applicant’s organisation.  

I,  , Client Executive, Telstra Corporation Limited 

of 242 Exhibition Street Melbourne, Victoria 3000 

  [Name, address and position of person making the declaration] 

make the following declaration: 

1. That I have read the documentation in relation to the Department’s Mobile Black Spot  
Round 2 Programme, including the Mobile Black Spot Programme Round 2 Guidelines and 
the draft Funding Agreement; 

2. I am authorised by the Applicant to make this declaration; 

3. I agree, on behalf of the Applicant, to accept all the terms and conditions of the draft 
Funding Agreement except for the matters detailed in Section 7; and 

4. The profile of the Applicant is as follows: 
 
Note: Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the Department will not provide funding to an entity 
other than the contracted successful Applicant. As such, Applicants must ensure that they provide 
the profile of the correct entity that would enter into the Funding Agreement if the Application 
was successful. 
 

Registered Name: Telstra Corporation Limited  

Trading or Business Name: Telstra 

Registered Address (insert physical address): Level 41,  242 Exhibition St, Melbourne Vic 3000 

Postal address: Level 41, 242 Exhibition St, Melbourne Vic 3000 

Registered Australian Business Number and 
Australian Company Number: 

ABN: 33051775556  ACN: 051775556 

Has the Applicant been named as 
non-compliant under the Workplace Gender 
Equality Act 2012 (Cth)?: 

No 
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Does the Applicant: 

a)  have a judicial decision made against it; 

b)  any unsettled judgments; or 

c)  any judgments under appeal, 

in respect of unpaid employee entitlements. 

No 

Does the Applicant comply with the Fair 
Work Act 2009? 

Yes 

Please provide details of any parts of the 
Application which it requests to be 
considered as Confidential Information: 

Note: the Department will not accept a 
response which marks the whole Application 
as Confidential Information. 

 

Applicant's contact person: Name:  

Position: Client Executive 

Phone:  

Email: @team.telstra.com 

1. The Applicant: 

(a) is applying for funding to improve mobile coverage: 

(i) as described in the Mobile Black Spot Programme Round 2 Guidelines; 

(ii) at the cost contained in the Applicant's Application; 

(b) agrees to comply with terms and conditions set out in the Mobile Black Spot 
Programme Round 2 Guidelines; 

(c) declares that all information contained in the Application is true and correct in every 
respect;  

(d) certifies, warrants and represents its capacity to apply and that there is no 
restriction under any relevant law to prevent it from applying;  

(e) consents to the Department undertaking checks in accordance with the Mobile Black 
Spot Programme Round 2 Guidelines; 

(f) consents to the Department sharing with State or Territory governments (on a 
confidential basis) any or all information contained in applications which it considers 
relevant to the respective jurisdiction based on the location of the Proposed Base 
Station(s), including costings for Proposed Base Stations that are not successful in 
receiving funding through the Programme; and 

(g) certifies, warrants and represents that none of the Proposed Base Stations 
included in this application for which Commonwealth funds are being sought were 
at any time part of the Applicant’s 2016-17 to 2017-18 forward build network 
expansion plans. 
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Section 7 - Statement of Compliance with draft Funding 
Agreement  

If an Applicant does not accept a clause in the draft Funding Agreement in its entirety, the 
Applicant is required in this Statement of Compliance to: 

1. identify any aspect of their Application that involves a proposed departure from, or 
variation to, the provisions of the draft Funding Agreement; 

2. describe the nature of the departure and the rationale for the proposed departure; 

3. specify the impact that compliance with the existing clause would have on other parts of its 
Application (including price) and the risks to the Applicant that would arise if the Applicant 
were required to comply with the existing clause under the draft Funding Agreement with 
the Department;  

4. where the Applicant does not accept all clauses in the draft Funding Agreement, submit a 
revision-marked version of the draft Funding Agreement reflecting the Applicant’s 
proposed changes (including text for new, modified or replacement clauses); and 

5. in completing the 'compliance status' column below, use one of the following expressions: 

(a) partially complies means the contractual condition, characteristic or performance 
requirement of the clause can be met by the Applicant, subject to certain 
qualifications, which are stated in full; 

(b) does not comply means that the contractual condition, characteristic or performance 
requirement of the clause cannot or will not be met by the Applicant; or 

(c) not applicable means that due to the nature of the Application, or of the Applicant, 
the question of adherence to the clause does not arise. 

Telstra Response 
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Part 3 - Co-location database 

Please advise how the Applicant proposes that the requirement to create and maintain a 
publically available online database of Funded Base Stations would be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

   

Telstra will provide information on Round 2 Funded Base Stations on our existing Mobile 
Black Spot Program site on Telstra.com: 

https://www.telstra.com.au/coverage-networks/mobile-black-spot-program 

From the commencement of the detailed design phase for each Telstra MBSP Round 2 
Funded Base Station, Telstra will make available on the MBSP site the following information: 

 Location of the planned MBSP base station; 

 Ongoing status/progress of the base station, updated monthly; 

 Key milestones for the implementation of the base station, including the targeted date 
of completion. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 CONFIDENTIAL 27 

Section 9 - Insurance requirements   
Does the Applicant have the insurance requirements set out in the draft Funding Agreement (at 
Attachment A to the Guidelines)?  
 
(No) However, Telstra has provided details of its insurance position and a suggested mark-up of 
the insurance provisions of the draft Funding Agreement. Telstra has extensive insurance policies 
covering areas such as third party public liability, product liability and property. Telstra self-insures 
in relation to workers compensation (Telstra holds a self-insurance licence under the Safety 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1998 (Cth)) and for professional indemnity. See section 7 
and the attached mark-up of the draft Funding Agreement for more information. 

 
If no, does the Applicant confirm that if it is awarded funding, then it will obtain the insurance 
policies set out in the draft Funding Agreement (at Attachment A to the Guidelines) prior to the 
Agreement coming into effect? 
 
N/A 

 
If no, stipulate the reason/s why:  
Note: If the Applicant self-insures in respect of certain insurable risks, the Applicant must provide details of the types 
of risks covered and its self-insurance arrangements (including high level information about the self-insurance 
framework adopted and any related prudential management arrangements)  
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

 CONFIDENTIAL 28 

Section 10 - Third party co-contributor details 
This section must be completed for each co-contributor (additional rows can be included as required). 
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Pages 67-321 removed in their entirety under section 22(1)(a)(ii) 

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



Pages 323-404 removed in their entirety as exempt under section 47(1)(b) 

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



Attachment C4 - Base Station Assessment Tool

Base Station Remoteness
Cost to the 

Commonwealth

Base station 

score

Proposed Base Station 

Identifier 

Size of area 

(sqkm) to 

receive new 

handheld 

coverage
*The 

Department will 

verify the size of 

area to receive 

new handheld 

coverage.

Size of area 

(sqkm) to receive 

new external 

antenna coverage
*The Department will 

verify the size of area 

to receive new 

external antenna 

coverage.

Size of area (sqkm) 

converted from 

External Antenna to 

receive new 

handheld coverage
*The Department will 

verify the size of the 

area to receive 

upgraded handheld 

coverage.

Number of 

premises 

located within 

new handheld 

coverage
*The Department 

will verify the 

number of 

premises to 

receive new 

handheld 

coverage.

Length of major transport 

routes, including national 

or state highways, arterial 

roads and passenger rail 

corridors to receive new 

handheld coverage and 

external antenna coverage 

(kms)
*The Department will verify the 

length of major transport routes 

to receive new coverage.

Remoteness of the 

Proposed Base Station 

based on the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics 2011 

Remoteness Structure
*The Department will verify the 

Remoteness of all Proposed Base 

Stations.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

construction 

and installation 

for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to the 

construction and 

installation of the 

Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

deployment of 

Backhaul for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to the 

deployment of 

Backhaul for the 

Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of site 

acquisition and 

preparation 

(including 

provisioning of 

power) for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to site 

acquisition and 

preparation (including 

provisioning of power) 

for the Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This amount will be 

automatically 

calculated based on the 

three input costs, and 

should equal the total 

cost of deployment of 

the Proposed Base 

Station. 

**All co-contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total cost.

Total cash 

co-

contribution 

(GST inclusive) 

provided by 

Applicant
*All co-

contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total 

cost.

Total cash 

co-contribution 

(GST inclusive) 

provided by 

State/ Territory 

government, 

local council or 

other third 

party(ies)
*All co-contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total 

cost.

Name of third 

party 

co-contributor(s)

(if applicable).
*Third Party Co-

contributor details 

form at Section 8 

must be completed 

for all third parties 

listed here.

Net cost (GST 

inclusive) to the 

Commonwealth
*This amount is 

automatically calculated 

based on the total cost and 

total value of 

co-contributions  included 

for the Proposed Base 

Station.

Wholesale 

Roaming 

offered? 

(Y/N)

Auxilary 

power 

capacity of 

eight hours 

or longer 

offered? 

(Y/N)

Number of 

additional 

MNOs 

committed to 

using the 

Proposed 

Base Station 

(0,1,2)

Proposed Base 

Station is built 

to support 

multiple 

MNOs, if no 

commitment 

to use in 8(a)

(Y/N)

Indicative score
 *Note this is an 

indicative score 

based on the 

applicant's 

responses. The 

Department will 

independently assess 

the new coverage 

provided by each 

Proposed Base 

Station and assess 

whether MP priority 

locations have been 

covered in order to 

award a final score 

to each Proposed 

Base Station based 

on the Assessment 

Criteria.

Assessment 

Criteria 1(a)

Assessment Criteria 

1(b)

Assessment Criteria 

1(c)

Assessment 

Criteria 2(a)
Assessment Criteria 2(b) Assessment Criteria 3(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 5(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 5(b)
Assessment Criteria 6(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 7(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 7(b)

Assessment 

Criteria 8(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 8(b)

22.82 11.16 17.83 58 0.00 Outer Regional Australia No No 0 Yes
86 TLS-QLD-0275 

Assessment Criteria

New Coverage Coverage Benefits Cost and Co-contributions Service Offering Commitment of Use

2. Assessment criteria Page  11 of 20
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Attachment C4 - Base Station Assessment Tool

Base Station Remoteness
Cost to the 

Commonwealth

Base station 

score

Proposed Base Station 

Identifier 

Size of area 

(sqkm) to 

receive new 

handheld 

coverage
*The 

Department will 

verify the size of 

area to receive 

new handheld 

coverage.

Size of area 

(sqkm) to receive 

new external 

antenna coverage
*The Department will 

verify the size of area 

to receive new 

external antenna 

coverage.

Size of area (sqkm) 

converted from 

External Antenna to 

receive new 

handheld coverage
*The Department will 

verify the size of the 

area to receive 

upgraded handheld 

coverage.

Number of 

premises 

located within 

new handheld 

coverage
*The Department 

will verify the 

number of 

premises to 

receive new 

handheld 

coverage.

Length of major transport 

routes, including national 

or state highways, arterial 

roads and passenger rail 

corridors to receive new 

handheld coverage and 

external antenna coverage 

(kms)
*The Department will verify the 

length of major transport routes 

to receive new coverage.

Remoteness of the 

Proposed Base Station 

based on the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics 2011 

Remoteness Structure
*The Department will verify the 

Remoteness of all Proposed Base 

Stations.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

construction 

and installation 

for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to the 

construction and 

installation of the 

Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

deployment of 

Backhaul for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to the 

deployment of 

Backhaul for the 

Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of site 

acquisition and 

preparation 

(including 

provisioning of 

power) for the 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This section should 

include all costs 

related to site 

acquisition and 

preparation (including 

provisioning of power) 

for the Proposed Base 

Station.

Total cost (GST 

inclusive) of 

Proposed Base 

Station
*This amount will be 

automatically 

calculated based on the 

three input costs, and 

should equal the total 

cost of deployment of 

the Proposed Base 

Station. 

**All co-contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total cost.

Total cash 

co-

contribution 

(GST inclusive) 

provided by 

Applicant
*All co-

contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total 

cost.

Total cash 

co-contribution 

(GST inclusive) 

provided by 

State/ Territory 

government, 

local council or 

other third 

party(ies)
*All co-contributions 

must be a defined 

subset of the total 

cost.

Name of third 

party 

co-contributor(s)

(if applicable).
*Third Party Co-

contributor details 

form at Section 8 

must be completed 

for all third parties 

listed here.

Net cost (GST 

inclusive) to the 

Commonwealth
*This amount is 

automatically calculated 

based on the total cost and 

total value of 

co-contributions  included 

for the Proposed Base 

Station.

Wholesale 

Roaming 

offered? 

(Y/N)

Auxilary 

power 

capacity of 

eight hours 

or longer 

offered? 

(Y/N)

Number of 

additional 

MNOs 

committed to 

using the 

Proposed 

Base Station 

(0,1,2)

Proposed Base 

Station is built 

to support 

multiple 

MNOs, if no 

commitment 

to use in 8(a)

(Y/N)

Indicative score
 *Note this is an 

indicative score 

based on the 

applicant's 

responses. The 

Department will 

independently assess 

the new coverage 

provided by each 

Proposed Base 

Station and assess 

whether MP priority 

locations have been 

covered in order to 

award a final score 

to each Proposed 

Base Station based 

on the Assessment 

Criteria.

Assessment 

Criteria 1(a)

Assessment Criteria 

1(b)

Assessment Criteria 

1(c)

Assessment 

Criteria 2(a)
Assessment Criteria 2(b) Assessment Criteria 3(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 5(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 5(b)
Assessment Criteria 6(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 7(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 7(b)

Assessment 

Criteria 8(a)

Assessment 

Criteria 8(b)

New Coverage Coverage Benefits Cost and Co-contributions Service Offering Commitment of Use

1 0 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 10
86 TLS-QLD-0275 

2. Assessment criteria Page  12 of 20
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Attachment C4 - Base Station Assessment Tool

Proposed Base 

Station Identifier 

for aggregated 

microwave 

Backhaul                               

Location of Point of Interconnection (POI)                     
(Location, State)

Distance 

to  POI                    
(Kms)

Topology 

used 
(Tree/Ring/

Star/Chain/

others)

Frequency 

band 
(GHz)

Licensed or 

unlicensed 

spectrum

What is the 

Backhaul 

capacity 

proposed for 

this Proposed 

Base Station?

In the event of increased 

data traffic at the 

Proposed Base Station 

such as during periods of 

high seasonal demand, is 

this Backhaul scalable?

Number of 

Proposed Base 

Stations using 

this Backhaul 

link  (standalone 

or Cluster)

Number 

of hops 

to POI

Redundancy options 

during outage 
Comments

TLS-QLD-0275 Atherton, Queensland 19.6 Chain 6 -18Ghz Licensed 170Mbps Yes Standalone 1 Equipment Redundancy

Microwave Backhaul 

3b. Microwave Backhaul Page 19 of 20

FOI 24-258 - Document 1

424 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii), 1 page following also removed in its entirety

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



From:
Sent: Thursday, 27 July 2017 3:44 PM
To: ; ; ; 
Subject: RE: Durong [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Security Classification:
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED 

Thanks  

Much appreciated. 

-----Original Message----- 
From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 27 July 2017 3:42 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>; 
Coutts, @communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Durong 

 

The cost for the Durong site as per schedule 2  is 

We expect to be able to construct and enable the site at the preferred location to be

To construct and enable an Omni solution at the Boondooma sites would be approx

To construct and enable a sectorised solution would be approx

The physical aspect are 

The Omni solution needs 3 antennas which would be used at the preferred location 

The sectorised solution needs 6 antennas and approx 200% increase in weight therefore impacting the structural 
side of the option 

 

On Jul 27, 2017 12:22 PM, @team.telstra.com> wrote: 

 

For discussion 
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Durong MBSP 

# of Premises 

220 

Rail Total (km) 

0 

Road Total (km) 

47.34769 

Road+Rail Total (km) 

47.34769 

Carkit (km^2) 

661.9417 

Handheld (km^2) 

759.3154 

Boondooma RT Omni 60m 

The coverage metrics for this solution are- 

# of Premises 
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168 

Rail Total (km) 

0 

Road Total (km) 

36.17132 

Road+Rail Total (km) 

36.17132 

Carkit (km^2) 

301.5923 

Handheld (km^2) 

555.275 

Boondooma RT 3 sectors at 60m 

Coverage metrics from this solution are 

# of Premises 

272 

Rail Total (km) 

0 
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Road Total (km) 

69.91519 

Road+Rail Total (km) 

69.91519 

Carkit (km^2) 

573.3383 

Handheld (km^2) 

899.3718 

SBRC Pole at 15m 

Coverage metrics for this solution are- 

# of Premises 

219 

Rail Total (km) 

0 

Road Total (km) 

54.20175 
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Road+Rail Total (km) 

54.20175 

Carkit (km^2) 

398.4255 

Handheld (km^2) 

667.1029 
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From: MBSP admin
Sent: Thursday, 21 September 2017 12:28 PM
To:  MBSP admin; 
Cc: ;  ; ;  

Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine  - Variation notification only - APPROVED 
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Attachments: Cwth Approval SFE - MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine - 20.09.2017.pdf

Security Classification:
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear all 

Please find attached Commonwealth approval for MBSP2-QLD-042 – Lake Barrine. 

Regards 
 

 
A/g Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  

38 Sydney Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au 
@CommsAu 

arts.gov.au 
@artsculturegov 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 15 September 2017 12:33 AM 
To: MBSP admin ;   
Cc:  ;  ;  ;  ;  ;  ;  

  
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine - Variation notification only 

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine 

Please find attached documentation: 
 RF transport metrics exceed project tolerances – Variation notice only
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 Removes the requirement for a new site at or near MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information 
only’. 

regards 

Commercial Program Office, Networks Delivery, Telstra Operations 

P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 
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regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Networks Delivery, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

This E-Mail is intended only for the addressee. Its use is limited to that intended by the author at the time and it is 
not to be distributed without the author's consent. Unless otherwise stated, the State of Queensland accepts no 
liability for the contents of this E-Mail except where subsequently confirmed in writing. The opinions expressed in 
this E-Mail are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the State of Queensland. This E-
Mail is confidential and may be subject to a claim of legal privilege. If you have received this E-Mail in error, please 
notify the author and delete this message immediately.  
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of  

Sent: Tuesday, 3 October 2017 10:34 AM
To: ; ; 
Cc: ; ; ; MBSP admin; 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-040 - Kholo - Scenario B notification

Hi All, 

I know its late notice, but whilst we are in tri-party conversation, if we have time, I would like to also have MBSP2-
QLD-024 Danbulla on the agenda as well.   I think that Danbulla is a much simpler circumstance in principal to move 
ahead with. 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com

The lin  
image a  
be d spla   
The fil  m  
have b  
mov ed  
enam d   
deleted  
Ve ify  
the lin  
po nts o  
co ec  f  

 l a

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). 
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such 
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the 
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.

FOI 24-258 - Document 5

443 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii) - 5 pages following also removed in entirety

s47F s47F

s47F s22(1)(a)(ii) s22(1)(a)
(ii)s22(1)(a)

(ii)
s22(1)(a)(ii) s22(1)(a)(ii)s47F

s47F

s47F s47F s47F

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 

Sent: Tuesday, 3 October 2017 6:21 PM
To: ; ; 
Cc: ; ; ; ; ; MBSP 

admin; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla | Scenario B notification 
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla Summary.docx

Hi all, 

Please make reference to the attached documents for our meeting on Thursday. 

Regards, 

 
Senior Contract Manager, 
Networks, Telstra Operations 
Level 10, 18 Smith Street 
Parramatta NS.W. 2150 

P      
E    @team.telstra.com 
W  www.telstra.com or internal Networks Delivery 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). If you are not an intended 
recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication and any such action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.
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Site Frustration Notification 

MBSP2-QLD-024 

Danbulla - Site Frust

Tender Coverage 

MBSP2-QLD-024 & 

042 Tender.png

MBSP2-QLD-024 

Tender.png

Proposed Coverage by MBSP-QLD-042 

MBSP2-QLD-042 

Variation.png
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Removed as duplicate of material in Document 4, 2 pages following also removed in their entirety
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From: @dsiti.qld.gov.au> on behalf of 
Sent: Thursday, 5 October 2017 5:51 PM
To: ; ; ; ;  

; ; 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-040 - Kholo + MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla Tri party meeting 

outcomes

Confirmed 

Regards 

 
Principal Contract Manager 
GWN Contract Directorate 
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation __________________________________________________________________
P  M    E @dsiti.qld.gov.au 
L15 / 140 Creek Street, Brisbane QLD 4000 
GPO Box 5078, Brisbane QLD 4001 
Customers first | Ideas into action | Unleash potential | Be courageous | Empower people 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 5 October 2017 11:04 AM 
To: @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au>; @team.telstra.com>; 
@team.telstra.com>; @dsiti.qld.gov.au>;  

@dsiti.qld.gov.au>; @qgcio.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-040 - Kholo + MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla Tri party meeting outcomes 

All 
Thank you again for your time this morning. 

Confirming the outcomes of our meeting 

 MBSP2-QLD-024 – Danbulla- in principle agreement from both the Commonwealth and State on removing
this site and moving to identify a replacement site.

Telstra will be proceeding on both site outcomes based on the above 

Thanks 

 
Program Manager- Networks Delivery |  Telstra Operations  |   
P    |  M   |  E  @team.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such 
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply
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This E-Mail is intended only for the addressee. Its use is limited to that intended by the author at the time and it is 
not to be distributed without the author's consent. Unless otherwise stated, the State of Queensland accepts no 
liability for the contents of this E-Mail except where subsequently confirmed in writing. The opinions expressed in 
this E-Mail are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the State of Queensland. This E-
Mail is confidential and may be subject to a claim of legal privilege. If you have received this E-Mail in error, please 
notify the author and delete this message immediately.  
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From: MBSP admin
Sent: Friday, 27 October 2017 3:31 PM
To: ; ; ; 

@team.telstra.com
Cc: MBSP admin
Subject: Commonwealth Approval - MBSP2-QLD-024 – Danbulla [SEC=UNOFFICIAL]
Attachments: Commonwealth Approval MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla - October 2017.pdf

Security Classification:
Unofficial

Good Afternoon 

The Commonwealth has provided approval to the Site Frustration Notice MBSP2-QLD-024 – Danbulla. 

Regards 

 
Assistant Director  /  Mobile Black Spot Program  /  Regional Deployment Branch 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  

2 Phillip Law Street, New Acton 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra ACT 2601  
–  
communications.gov.au 

 @CommsAu 

arts.gov.au 
 @artsculturegov 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Monday, 13 November 2017 6:12 PM
To:
Cc: Mobile Black Spot Program; mobilecoverage; ; 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Scenario B notification

Hi  

 and  are running through the national  list with the Commonwealth tomorrow morning and will 
circulate the QLD sites shortly after that meeting. 

regards 

Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M  |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From: @dsiti.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 9 November 2017 10:19 AM 
To: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: Mobile Black Spot Program <mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com>; mobilecoverage 
<mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Scenario B notification 

G'day  

Do you have an update on Danbulla, including anything on the suggested alternate locations? 

Any update appreciated. 

Thanks, 

 

Category Specialist 
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ICT Strategic Sourcing 

Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation 

__________________________________________________________________ 

P 

Level 15, 140 Creek St, BRISBANE QLD 4001

GPO Box 5078, BRISBANE, QLD 4001

My Outlook availability 

Customers first | Ideas into action | Unleash potential | Be courageous | Empower people 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 25 October 2017 15:17 
To: ; ;  
Cc: Mobile Black Spot Program; mobilecoverage 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Scenario B notification 

Hi 

I have had a look at potential candidate replacement locations for Danbulla. See attached doc for three ideas.

I think it is important that we initially try to find a location in the same federal electorate so I have only looked at sites 

in Kennedy at this stage. I don’t have any approval from DG/Minister on the attached ideas - These are just locations 

that have the sort of attributes (strategic importance and/or good dwelling/highway count) that I think they would 

consider.

Apart from Yarrabah, I identified the sites from the MBSP R2 costing/demographic info provided by Telstra in the lead 

up to Round 2. I only looked at sites in the electorate which had an estimated premises count of more than 50 and an 

estimated build cost less than Danbulla, and which didn’t look likely to get coverage from another planned tower…. 

Based on those filters, two sites came up – Pullom Road and Tinaroo Falls Dam Road.

I have outlined my thoughts on those locations in attached doc for discussion.

PS. If you have any other sites in the Kennedy electorate that you think are worth considering please advise.

Regards 

 
Principal Contract Manager 
GWN Contract Directorate 
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation __________________________________________________________________ 
P  M    E @dsiti.qld.gov.au
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L15 / 140 Creek Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
GPO Box 5078, Brisbane QLD 4001

Customers first | Ideas into action | Unleash potential | Be courageous | Empower people 

You're receiving this message because you're a member of the Mobile Black Spot Program group. If you don't want 
to receive any messages or events from this group, stop following it in your inbox. 

View group conversations   |   View group files 

This E-Mail is intended only for the addressee. Its use is limited to that intended by the author at the time 
and it is not to be distributed without the author's consent. Unless otherwise stated, the State of Queensland 
accepts no liability for the contents of this E-Mail except where subsequently confirmed in writing. The 
opinions expressed in this E-Mail are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
State of Queensland. This E-Mail is confidential and may be subject to a claim of legal privilege. If you 
have received this E-Mail in error, please notify the author and delete this message immediately.  
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 12:22 PM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - notification / Scenario A - Iss2
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Event Iss2.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 

Please find attached documentation: 
 Notification only to supersede previous Scenario B notification (15/09/22017)
 Landowner has withdrawn support at the location ( recall this was one location to cover 2 blackspots +

MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine)
 Metrics are exceeded.

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information 
only’. 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Friday, 15 September 2017 12:30 AM 
To: 'MBSP admin' ;   
Cc:  ;  ;  ; @communications.gov.au' ; 

@communications.gov.au' ;  ;   
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Scenario B notification  

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 
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Please find attached documentation: 
 Upon detailed design Danbulla does not provide any additional coverage to what Lake Barrine is predicted

to provide.
 Radio metrics cannot be achieved at Danbulla.
 Replacement site yet to be determined

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information 
only’. 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Networks Delivery, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 2:51 PM
To: ; MBSP admin; Mobile Black Spot Program
Cc: ; ; 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - notification / Scenario A - Iss2

Hi 

Yes , further to our chat , the team are back out at Lake Barrine having a look further south to see if they can find 
anything viable. Time is of the essence. 

Wrt the actual Danbulla notice, I’ve only really issued it in order to supersede the previous notice. It well exceeds 
the criteria and is not a Scenario B as it stands so no real need to approve it from my perspective. 

If we can find a viable option at Lake Barrine, it will have reduced stats. But from my perspective, in this situation, it 
will come down to what the final maps look like - more than the stats. 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:  [mailto: @qgcio.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 2:44 PM 
To:  ; MBSP admin ; Mobile Black Spot Program  
Cc:  ;  ;   
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - notification / Scenario A - Iss2 

Hi  

We chatted about this one in tandem with Lake Barrine a couple of weeks back… Have you had any further thoughts 
on what we do about Lake Barrine? i.e. Will the planned tower for Lake Barrine go at the original contracted location 
now or not? You mentioned that there were some concerns within Telstra that:- (coverage from the revised 
Danbulla location to the North) + (coverage from MBSP R1 tower at Butchers Creek to the south) may diminish the 
value of tower at Lake Barrine. Can you clarify current thoughts on this because I think we need to understand that 
situation when making decision about Danbulla. 

thanks 
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Strategic Transformation 
Queensland Government Chief Information Office 
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation __________________________________________________________________
P  M  
111 George Street, Brisbane QLD 4000 
PO Box 15086, CITY EAST QLD 4002 

Customers first | Ideas into action | Unleash potential | Be courageous | Empower people 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 11:22 AM 
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From: MBSP admin
Sent: Wednesday, 10 January 2018 5:44 PM
To: @team.telstra.com; @team.telstra.com; 

@team.telstra.com; 
Cc: MBSP admin; ; 

mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com; ;  

Subject: Commonwealth Approval - MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - notification / Scenario A - 
Iss2 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Attachments: Danbulla - MBSP2-QLD-024 - SFE - Commonwealth Approved (auto-approved)- 
....pdf

Security Classification:
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear All 

The Commonwealth has no objections to the site notification/Scenario A for MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla. 

Regards 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 2:51 PM 
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of  

Sent: Tuesday, 3 April 2018 11:16 AM
To: ; ; ; ; 
Cc: ; 
Subject: MBSP EOT status
Attachments: EOT status update 03042018.xlsx

Hi all 

As per out last month’s Program meeting, please see attached most current EOT File. 

Column M details the following 

 No longer required- sites from the original EOT list sent 20/10/2017 that no longer require an EOT
 Still required- sites from the original EOT list sent 20/10/2017 that the EOT is still required
 Required- new sites requiring an EOT

Key call out is there will be a new notice sent shortly for 32 sites (marked as required) which in effect cancel most of 
the sites tagged EOT no longer required, due to volatility/churn at the site level of the program 

Rgds 

 
Program Manager- Networks Delivery | Telstra Operations |  
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com  

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 3 April 2018 9:57 PM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - notification / Scenario A - Iss3
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Event Iss3.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 

Please find attached documentation: 
 Landowner has requested a shuffle within the subject property ( recall that this site is predicted to cover a

significant amount of what is required for MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine)
 Metrics are exceeded.

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information 
only’. 

regards 

Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Friday, 1 December 2017 12:22 PM 
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Removed as duplicate of material in Document 10, 1 page following also removed in its entirety
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

N/A 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? N/A 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

N/A 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

N/A 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? Yes 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

Yes 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

Yes 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

Yes 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

Yes 
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Certification: 

Signed for the funding recipient by its authorised representative: 

Signature: 
 

Date: 3 / 4 / 2018 

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
Position: 

Project Manager 

 

Approval: 

The variation is:  ☐ approved  ☐ not approved 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the Commonwealth: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the State: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 
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3G-MBSP2-QLD-024 

Tender.png
3G-MBSP2-QLD-024 

Variation.png  
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 16 May 2018 12:26 PM
To: MBSP admin
Cc: ; ; 
Subject: FW: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine - Site Frustration Event Iss2.docx

Hi Cwlth team, 

For your record, please see endorsement of this Scenario B from QLD State. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra 
Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:  [mailto: @dsiti.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 11 May 2018 3:58 PM 
To:   
Cc:   
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Hi  

Thanks for the clarification and additional information. 

The variation for MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Scenario B is approved by The State of Queensland, in accordance 
with Operative Provisions 7.3.1 of the MBSP Funding Agreement between The State of Queensland (DSITI, now 
DHPW) and Telstra Corporation. 

Please find the signed approval attached. 

Thanks. 
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Contract Manager 
ICT Strategic Sourcing 
P   
Level 15, 140 Creek St, BRISBANE QLD 4000 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, 9 May 2018 4:46 PM 
To: @dsiti.qld.gov.au> 
Cc: @qgcio.qld.gov.au>; @team.telstra.com>; 

@team.telstra.com> 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Hi   

Can you please advise on the below at your next convenience, it has been a while now. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra 
Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From: @dsiti.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 23 April 2018 12:24 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: @qgcio.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Thanks  

We’ll consider this and get back to you. 

 
Contract Manager 
ICT Strategic Sourcing 
P   
Level 15, 140 Creek St, BRISBANE QLD 4000 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com] 
Sent: Monday, 23 April 2018 9:50 AM 
To: @dsiti.qld.gov.au> 
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Cc: @dsiti.qld.gov.au>; @qgcio.qld.gov.au>; 
@team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com> 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Hi 

Variation Map attached with both sites included – Also refer below in red 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra 
Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:  [mailto: @dsiti.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 9 April 2018 12:27 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: @dsiti.qld.gov.au>; @qgcio.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Hi

A couple of points on Lake Barrine and Danbulla: 
 It appears as though the proposed shift of the Lake Barrine tower 5kms from its original location will mean

that the coverage from this tower will now overlap with coverage from the MBSP R1 Butchers Creek tower.
Has this been factored into the predicted metrics? Yes it has.

 It appears from the proposed maps for Danbulla and Lake Barrine that the actual location of Lake Barrine
itself (and the area nearby) may not get strong coverage. It seems to be right in the middle of the two
towers and on the edge of coverage from both…. Is this is the case? Yes agreed that it’s not too far off being
in the middle of the two locations. All the same, predictions show HH coverage at the MBSP location. Can
you provide a composite map that shows the combined predicted coverage of Danbulla and Lake Barrine
towers on the same map? Attached for your reference. Yes there are some patches of External antenna
coverage in and around lake Barrine. If you Google Earth it you’ll see there is some really challenging terrain
around there.

regards 
 

Contract Manager 
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ICT Strategic Sourcing 
P   
Level 15, 140 Creek St, BRISBANE QLD 4000 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 3 April 2018 10:06 PM 
To: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; Mobile Black Spot Program 
<mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com> 
Cc: @team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com>; 

@team.telstra.com> 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine Iss 2 - Scenario B Notification 

Dear Stakeholder 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine 

Please find attached documentation: 
 Residences metric is not met – so is Scenario B
 Hand-Held Metrics are not met for the State Contract
 Upgraded coverage metrics are not met for the Cwlth contract
 Site has moved approx. 5km south.

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Friday, 15 September 2017 12:33 AM 
To: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @dsiti.qld.gov.au> 
Cc: @team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com>; 

@qgcio.qld.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au; 
@communications.gov.au; @dsiti.qld.gov.au>;  

@team.telstra.com> 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine - Variation notification only 

Dear Stakeholder, 
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The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine 

Please find attached documentation: 
 RF transport metrics exceed project tolerances – Variation notice only
 Removes the requirement for a new site at or near MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ somewhat between the Commonwealth and State– I have 
combined the key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information 
only’. 

regards 

 
Commercial Program Office, Networks Delivery, Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

This E-Mail is intended only for the addressee. Its use is limited to that intended by the author at the time and it is 
not to be distributed without the author's consent. Unless otherwise stated, the State of Queensland accepts no 
liability for the contents of this E-Mail except where subsequently confirmed in writing. The opinions expressed in 
this E-Mail are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the State of Queensland. This E-
Mail is confidential and may be subject to a claim of legal privilege. If you have received this E-Mail in error, please 
notify the author and delete this message immediately.  
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

N/A 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? N/A 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

N/A 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

N/A 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? YES 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

Cwlth – NO 

QLD - NO  

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

YES 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

Cwlth – YES 

QLD - YES 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

YES 
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MBSP2-QLD-Lake Barrine 

3G-MBSP2-QLD-042 

Tender.png

3G-MBSP2-QLD-042 

Variation.png

MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla Proposed (predicted to cover a significant amount of what is required for 
MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine) 

MBSP2-QLD-024 & 

042 Tender.png
3G-MBSP2-QLD-024 

Variation.png
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From: MBSP admin
Sent: Tuesday, 12 June 2018 5:19 PM
To:
Cc: ; ; ; ; MBSP 

admin
Subject: Commonwealth Approval - Site Variation - MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Commonwealth Approval - Site Variation - MBSP2-QLD-042 Lake Barrine.pdf

Security Classification:
UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear All, 

The Commonwealth approves the 3/4/2018 variation to the coverage metrics and asset specifications for MBSP2-
QLD-042 Lake Barrine. 

Kind Regards, 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  

@communications.gov.au 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 3 April 2018 10:06 PM 

FOI 24-258 - Document 16

527 of 727

Removed as duplicate of material in Document 15, 1 page following also removed in its entirety

s47F
s47F s47F s47F s47F

s47F s47F

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)
s22(1)(a)(ii)

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

529 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

531 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

532 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

534 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

535 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

536 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

537 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 16, Attachment 1

538 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 17 July 2018 4:16 PM
To: ; ; ; 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Action item from Monthly Program meeting [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Security Classification:
For Official Use Only

For Official Use Only 

Thanks  much appreciated. 

Cheers 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 17 July 2018 2:41 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>; 

@communications.gov.au>;  
@communications.gov.au> 

Cc: @team.telstra.com> 
Subject: Action item from Monthly Program meeting 

Hi all 
One of the actions points from our meeting was to expand a little further on sites in our PIP report that are rated 
red. 





 Woodwark- – Council Determination now scheduled on 25th July

 Danbulla- The Tablelands Regional Council (TRC) has refused the Danbulla Development application – formal

advice has been  issued to Telstra- further advice to follow once options are reviewed













Rgds 
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Program Manager- Networks Delivery |  Telstra Operations  |   
P    |  M   |  E  @team.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such 
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of  

Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2018 10:40 AM
To: ; ; ; ; 
Cc: ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla

Hi all 
The Tablelands Regional Council (TRC) has refused the Danbulla Development Application. 
Since receiving the notice Telstra has sought internal advice on prospects of success for an appeal and they are not 
positive.  In addition, it is considered that the likely timeframes for scheduling a hearing for appeal would be 6-9 
months.  
Telstra have reviewed alternative options  however a time frame for acquisition gaining all necessary approvals 
would be a minimum 12 months  from now. 

Supporting notice (SFE) will be issued shortly. 

Rgds 

 
Program Manager- Networks Delivery |  Telstra Operations  |   
P    |  M   |  E  @team.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such 
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 11:16 AM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ;  ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Scenario B - Iss4
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Event Iss4.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 

Please find attached documentation: 
 The Application for planning permit was refused by the local Council.
 Replacement has no been nominated

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

regards 

MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 3 April 2018 9:56 PM 
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

N/A 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

N/A  

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? N/A 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

N/A 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

N/A 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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Certification: 

Signed for the funding recipient by its authorised representative: 

Signature: 
Date: 8 / 8 / 2018

Print  Name: 
Position: 

Project Manager 

Approval: 

The variation is:  ☐ approved ☐ not approved

Comments: 

Approved on behalf of the Commonwealth: 

Signature: Date: / / 

Print  Name: 
Position: 

Approved on behalf of the State: 

Signature: Date: / / 

Print  Name: 
Position: 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 12:23 PM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark - Site Frustration Scenario B notification - Iss2
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark - Site Frustration Event Iss2.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark 

Please find attached documentation further to initial notice from 21/08/2017: 
 The Application for planning permit was refused by the local Council.
 Replacement has not been nominated.

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

regards 

MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Network Construction & Services, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Monday, 21 August 2017 5:42 PM 
To: mobilecoverage <mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au>; @dsiti.qld.gov.au>; 

@dsiti.qld.gov.au> 
Cc: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark - Scenario B notification 

Dear Stakeholder 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark 

Please find attached documentation: 
 RF coverage and Transport metrics are not within project tolerances - Scenario B Frustration Commonwealth 

and State Agreements
 On balance this is predicted to provide the best overall coverage solution to the area around the nominated

blackspot.
Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Note that the Metrics and Forms in Rounds 2 differ between the Commonwealth and State– I have combined the 
key changes as best I can to form one document including the QLD State statistics for ‘information only’. 
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regards 

Commercial Program Office, Networks Delivery, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

NA 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

NA 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

NA  

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

N/A 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

N/A 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? NA 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

NA 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

NA 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 2/3 of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 2/3 of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 2/3 of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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Please let me know if I have missed anything important. 

Happy to discuss any of the above, at any time. 

Thanks 

 

A/g Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment Branch 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 3 August 2018 10:42 AM 
To: @communications.gov.au>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Information needed for replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

 

I will send the documents under a couple of separate emails due to the size 

Details 

I can confirm that all site proposed by Telstra are not on the forward build plan for Mobile Base stations 
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As mentioned yesterday the overall issue of time will need to be considered with a level of urgency for sites where 
decisions/directions are still outstanding  from the commonwealth . Telstra cannot continue without clear direction 
on the sites which are frustrated , proposals have been submitted and no formal acceptance or way forward as been 
provided . 

I will write to the Commonwealth under the contract to advise of alternative paths which should be considered 

 

FOI 24-258 - Document 22

572 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s47F

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



FOI 24-258 - Document 22

573 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii)

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2018 1:24 PM
To: ; 
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: Mobile blackspot R1 &2 remaining sites pre /post 2018 
Attachments: MBSP1+2 Remaining.xlsb

As discussed the attached file details the sites that we intend to deliver and enable pre and post December 
2018.Please note  the sites that are identified in red ( 21) are those which Telstra will require a formal extension 
time ( EOT) from the Commonwealth.  will issue these formally under the contract . 

The sites ( 21) identified are sites and location that predominately require Commonwealth notice to proceed or 
advise otherwise. The list does include the  site which I will detail the small cell 
options again for the Commonwealth later this week 

We should  discuss the (21) at the  session tomorrow around the next steps for each site based on the following 

 Frustrated – Securing an alternative for delivery and enablement post December 2018
 Alternative technology – small cell versus macro site
 Decision on funding – utilise the underspend pool
 Remove from the program
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From:
Sent: Friday, 28 September 2018 9:41 AM
To: ; 
Cc: ; MBSP admin
Subject: Request for updated SFE MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark / Boondooma [DLM=For-

Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark - Site Frustration Event Iss2.doc

Security Classification:
For Official Use Only

For Official Use Only 

Hi  and  

Following on from Wednesday’s teleconference, could we please get a revised site frustration event notice for 
Woodwark that includes the details of the replacement site for Boondooma. We still need confirmation that 
Boondooma is not on Telstra’s forward build plan, and the statement in the signed SFE notice allows us to tick that 
box. Having this all in the one notice allows us to provide Telstra with a signed approval once the Minister has 
agreed which is good for our paper trail.  

Also, in the previous SFE notice (attached), the description of the frustration event states that “The Whitsunday 
Regional Council (WRC) has refused the Danbulla DA”. I am assuming that this should read “Woodwark” instead, is 
that correct? 

It would assist our briefing to the Minister, if we had information on other alternate sites considered and 
confirmation that all options for building at Woodwark have been exhausted. 

 we’d like to have a triparty with QLD Govt re Boondooma next week if possible, but wanted to know how 
close you are to suggesting a site for Danbulla. If you’re close and can get metrics, coverage map and geospatial to 
us, then we could potentially do them together if given enough time to assess the second replacement, but if you’re 
not close, we’d be happy to go ahead with a short Triparty next week so we can get Woodwark/Boondooma 
moving.  I’d be grateful if you could please let me know. 

Thanks 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 3 October 2018 11:24 AM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark Iss3 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for 

Boondooma
Attachments: Site Frustration event - MBSP2-QLD-024 Woodwark Frustrated Scenario B Iss 3 and 

Proposed Boondooma.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark 

Please find attached documentation further to initial notice from 21/08/2017, and subsequent Notice below 
8/08/2018 

 The Application for planning permit was refused by the local Council.
 Replacement site at Boondooma has been nominated.

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

Tri-party meeting to be scheduled next week. Geospatial has been previously provided. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction Engineering, 
Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 12:23 PM 
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Federal electorate  

Woodwark - Dawson 

Boondooma - Flynn 

State Electorate 

Woodwark  - Whitsunday 

Boondooma – South Burnett 

On balance, a site at Boondooma is considered the most viable alternative that can (when based on desktop analysis) 

be achieved within the remaining project timeframe. 

Evidence in support of Site Frustration Event:  

• See maps below for Boondooma Coverage 
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

Y 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

Y 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

Y  

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

Y 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

Y 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? Y 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

N 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

N 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? N 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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Certification: 

Signed for the funding recipient by its authorised representative: 

Signature: 
 

Date: 3 / 10 / 2018 

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
Position: 

Project Manager 

 

Approval: 

The variation is:  ☐ approved  ☐ not approved 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the Commonwealth: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the State: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 
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3G-MBSP-Boondoom

a.png  
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 

Sent: Thursday, 4 October 2018 7:35 AM
To:
Cc: MBSP admin; ; ; 
Subject: MBSP - R1 - R2 - NOD - EOT - SOA's forecast beyond 31 Dec 2018
Attachments: MBSP-R1-NOD-EOT-SOA 20181231.zip; MBSP-R2-NOD-EOT-SOA 20181231.zip

Hi 

Please refer to the attached Notices of Delay / requests for Extension of Time, as previously discussed during our 
program delivery meetings. 

You will not that we have included the sites that have been frustrated, awaiting Ministerial signoff. 

Regards, 

 
Senior Contract Manager, 
Networks, Telstra Operations 
Level 10, 18 Smith Street 
Parramatta NS.W. 2150 

P      
E    @team.telstra.com 
W  www.telstra.com

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). If you are not an intended 
recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication and any such action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.
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Tels Smith Street Parramatta NSW 2150  +61 2 8576 9824 

 R Page 1 of 2 

MBSP2-QLD-024-Danbulla 
3 October 2018 

Department of Communications and the Arts 
GPO Box 2154, 
Canberra, 
ACT 2601 

Attention:  – Director, Mobile Black Spot Programme 

Mobile Black Spot Programme – Notice of delay and extension of time 

We refer to: 

(a) the Funding Agreement between Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556)

(Telstra) and the Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of

Communications and the Arts (ABN 51 491 646 726) (Commonwealth) for the

Mobile Black Spot Programme, dated 3 May 2017 (Agreement);

(b) Operative Provision 24.2.1 of the Funding Agreement.

Mobile Black Spot Programme Site ID: ‘MBSP2-QLD-024’ 

Location Name: ‘Danbulla’ 

Telstra formally requests an ‘Extension of Time’ for site completion activities, to be extended from 
30/Oct/2018 to 30/Jun/2019. The delay events are beyond Telstra’s reasonable control and 
influence. 

The delay event being summary description; 

 Site rejected by the Local Government Authority.

 Boondooma has been put forward as the replacement site candidate.

 This replacement site will be subject to the standard acquisition and build timeframes
have been modelled / evidenced throughout the program to date. This site is yet to be
tabled in the normal Tripartite discussion process.

Telstra seeks confirmation within 10 business days of this notice, that; 

(a) projected Site On Air date is acknowledged and accepted by the Department

(b) the commonwealth funding will be available to Telstra at the completion of the site on air
activities.
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Tels Smith Street Parramatta NSW 2150  +61 2 8576 9824 

 R Page 1 of 2 

MBSP2-QLD-042-Lake Barrine 
3 October 2018 

Department of Communications and the Arts 
GPO Box 2154, 
Canberra, 
ACT 2601 

Attention:  – Director, Mobile Black Spot Programme 

Mobile Black Spot Programme – Notice of delay and extension of time 

We refer to: 

(a) the Funding Agreement between Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556)

(Telstra) and the Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of

Communications and the Arts (ABN 51 491 646 726) (Commonwealth) for the

Mobile Black Spot Programme, dated 3 May 2017 (Agreement);

(b) Operative Provision 24.2.1 of the Funding Agreement.

Mobile Black Spot Programme Site ID: ‘MBSP2-QLD-042’ 

Location Name: ‘Lake Barrine’ 

Telstra formally requests an ‘Extension of Time’ for site completion activities, to be extended from 
30/Apr/2018 to 28/Feb/2019. The delay events are beyond Telstra’s reasonable control and 
influence. 

The delay event being summary description; 

 The team has experienced a significant delay to find a viable candidate for property
consent.

 This has a delay affect on any subsequent DA lodgement.

 Once a suitable location has been determined and acquired. It will then be subject to the
standard DA timeframes and most likely push the planned SOA into the latter part of H2
2018-19.

Telstra seeks confirmation within 10 business days of this notice, that; 

(a) projected Site On Air date is acknowledged and accepted by the Department

(b) the commonwealth funding will be available to Telstra at the completion of the site on air
activities.

ce with Operative Provision 36.1.1. 
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MBSP2-QLD-074-Woodwark 
3 October 2018 

Department of Communications and the Arts 
GPO Box 2154, 
Canberra, 
ACT 2601 

Attention:  – Director, Mobile Black Spot Programme 

Mobile Black Spot Programme – Notice of delay and extension of time 

We refer to: 

(a) the Funding Agreement between Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556)

(Telstra) and the Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of

Communications and the Arts (ABN 51 491 646 726) (Commonwealth) for the

Mobile Black Spot Programme, dated 3 May 2017 (Agreement);

(b) Operative Provision 24.2.1 of the Funding Agreement.

Mobile Black Spot Programme Site ID: ‘MBSP2-QLD-074’ 

Location Name: ‘Woodwark’ 

Telstra formally requests an ‘Extension of Time’ for site completion activities, to be extended from 
30/Oct/2018 to 30/Jun/2019. The delay events are beyond Telstra’s reasonable control and 
influence. 

The delay event being summary description; 

 Swap in site - that has subsequently been rejected by the Local Government Authority.

 Works associated to this site commenced in January 2018.

 A replacement site candidate is currently being sought.

 Any agreed replacement site will be subject to the standard acquisition and build
timeframes have been modelled / evidenced throughout the program to date.

Telstra seeks confirmation within 10 business days of this notice, that; 

(a) projected Site On Air date is acknowledged and accepted by the Department

(b) the commonwealth funding will be available to Telstra at the completion of the site on air
activities.

ce with Operative Provision 36.1.1. 
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• Telstra evaluated 3 different candidates locations 

for MBSP2-QLD-024 Woodwark, 8 more were 

canvassed for initial interest only.  Viable planning 

and engineering locations are very limited 

particularly given the terrain and close proximity 

residential.

• Telstra progressed with the most suitable location 

for a greenfield, ( Refer notification 21.08.17) the 

Development Application was rejected by the local 

council.

• Site Notification formally been frustrated ( Refer 

Notification 8.08.2018).

• Proposal is to replace with Boondooma Proposed 

Coordinates: -26.26266, 151.27853

• Install at minimum 40m on existing 60m structure 

(higher pending structural assessment) 

Status of Woodwark
FOI 24-258 - Document 29, Attachment 1
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Coverage Metric Comparison
FOI 24-258 - Document 29, Attachment 1
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Proposed Coverage Metrics for Boondooma

Summary Boondooma 40m

# of Premises 113

Road+Rail Total (km) 0

Carkit (km^2) 80.6

Handheld (km^2) 320.9

Converted Carkit 
(km^2) 220.0

FOI 24-258 - Document 29, Attachment 1
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Regards, 

 
Senior Contract Manager, 
Networks, Telstra Operations 
Level 10, 18 Smith Street 
Parramatta NS.W. 2150 

P      
E    @team.telstra.com 
W  www.telstra.com

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). If you are not an intended 
recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication and any such action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 

Sent: Tuesday, 23 October 2018 2:17 PM
To:
Cc:  ; ; MBSP admin; ; 

Subject: MBSP Ids [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Thanks 

Understood. 

Regards, 

 
Senior Contract Manager, 
Networks and IT 
Level 10, 18 Smith Street  
Parramatta NS.W. 2150  

P      
E    @team.telstra.com 
W  www.telstra.com

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). If you are not an intended 
recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication and any such action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 23 October 2018 2:04 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>; 
MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: MBSP Ids [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Apologies, I should clarify those sites in red have not yet been formally approved. 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 23 October 2018 1:54 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>; 
@communications.gov.au> 

Subject: MBSP Ids [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 
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Telstra 2 QLD MBSP2‐
QLD‐024 

Danbulla Kennedy MBSP2‐QLD‐
079 

TBC TBC 

Telstra 2 QLD MBSP2‐
QLD‐074 

Woodwark Dawson MBSP2‐QLD‐
078 

Boondooma Flynn 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Thursday, 25 October 2018 1:53 PM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Scenario B - and proposed swap in 

Cape Hillsborough
Attachments: Site Frustration Event - MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla Frustrated Scenario B and 

Proposed Cape Hillsborough.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 

Please find attached documentation: 
 We are unable to determine achieve planning consent candidate therefore is a Scenario B Frustration.
 Propose to swap the project with Cape Hillsborough

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction Engineering, 
Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 11:16 AM 
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State Electorate 

Danbulla  - Tablelands 

Cape Hillsborough – Whitsunday 

On balance, a site at Cape Hilsborough is considered the most viable alternative that can (when based on desktop 

analysis) be achieved within the remaining project timeframe. 

Evidence in support of Site Frustration Event:  

• See attached map for Cape Hillsborough coverage 
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

NO 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

YES 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

YES 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? YES 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

NO 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

NO 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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MBSP - Proposed 

Cape Hillsborough.pn 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Friday, 26 October 2018 4:16 PM
To: MBSP admin
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Scenario B - and proposed swap in 

Cape Hillsborough [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: Cape HillsBorough.zip

Hi 

Cape Hillsborough Files attached 

Have a good weekend! 

regards 

MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction Engineering, Telstra Operations 

P    |  M    |  E  @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From: MBSP admin [mailto:MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 26 October 2018 2:51 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com>; MBSP admin 
<MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au> 
Cc: @team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com>; 

@team.telstra.com>;  
@team.telstra.com> 

Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Scenario B - and proposed swap in Cape Hillsborough 
[DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Hi  

Are you able  to send through the geospatial files for Cape Hillsborough? 

Thanks 

 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 25 October 2018 1:53 PM 
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From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2018 12:24 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: @communications.gov.au>; MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Request for further information on frustrated sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Dear  

As discussed, to assist our briefing to the Minister, the Department requires additional information on the site frustration events for the base stations listed below. In 
particular we are seeking information on other candidates assessed in the area and details of the reasons why it was not viable to build at these locations. In the past I 
understand Telstra has been able to provide a map and a list of candidates reviewed. This would also be useful. 

Happy to discuss further. 



 MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark

 MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla






Regards 
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Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)  
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 

Sent: Friday, 16 November 2018 6:45 PM
To:
Cc: ; MBSP admin
Subject: Request for further information on frustrated sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: Woodwark Candidate map image.JPG
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Woodward 

Danbulla 
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The candidate was not suitable from an RF perspective. 
 

Danbulla Candidate G – Barrine NBN 

The candidate was not suitable from an RF perspective. 

Danbulla Lake Barrine Candidate 1 -  

The candidate was investigated as a single site solution for Danbulla and Lake Barrine. 
 

 
 

 

Danbulla Lake Barrine Candidate 2 -  

The candidate was investigated as a single site solution for Danbulla and Lake Barrine. 
The site is on the same land as candidate 1. 
The same comments apply as for candidate 1. 

Danbulla Lake Barrine – RF nominated location 

The candidate was investigated as a single site solution for Danbulla and Lake Barrine. 
The candidate is the Telstra RF nominated location. 
The candidate is the neighbour of candidate 1. 

 

3rd search ring 

The search ring was investigated after the Council refused the development application for candidate C. 
The search ring is between and overlaps slightly with the other search rings. 
The search ring is dominated by cleared high ridges. 
The land is almost totally cleared with few trees. 
The roads and the houses are located on the ridges. 
There are treed areas at the north and south ends of the search ring. 
Any site on the ridges would be in the direct sight lines of most houses. 
Any site on the ridge might be supported by the Council town planner, but will most probably be objected to by the 
same and other objectors and refused by the Council. 
The owner of the north treed area was contacted for the first search ring. 

 
The south treed area is the Danbulla Lake Barrine – RF nominated location. 

 
  

The search ring was not considered further due to these issues 

FOI 24-258 - Document 37

646 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii), 4 pages following also removed in their entirety

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F

s47F
s47F

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 16 November 2018 3:26 PM 
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• Telstra evaluated 3 different candidates locations
for MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla, 12 more were
canvassed for initial interest only.  Viable planning
and engineering locations are very limited
particularly given the terrain and only a few
landowners with large land holdings in the target
area.

• Telstra progressed with the most suitable location
for a greenfield, ( Refer notification 3.04.18) the
Development Application was recommended for
approval by council planners by rejected by
Tablelands Council ( advise issued 3/07/2018).

• Site Notification formally been frustrated (Refer
Notification 8.08.2018).

• Proposal is to replace with Cape Hillsborough
Proposed Coordinates: -20.9195, 149.0007

• Install at 34m on existing 40m structure

Status of Danbulla
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Coverage Metric Comparison
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Proposed Coverage Metrics for Cape Hillsborough

Summary Cape Hillsborough 34m
# of Premises 48
Road+Rail Total (km) 0
Carkit (km^2) 5.34
Handheld (km^2) 13.63

Converted Carkit 
(km^2) 11.62
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I am not having much luck trying to catch you on the phone. Can you please call me on  to discuss what 
methodology is being used to determine the process of withholding payments. We would like a better 
understanding of how you capture this information so we are able to track which base stations are being withheld 
and for how long.  

Many Thanks 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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MBSP2-QLD-024 Round 2 Danbulla [Cape Hillsborough] 

MBSP2-QLD-042 Round 2 Lake Barrine 
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MBSP2-QLD-074 Round 2 Woodwark [Boondooma] 

Regards 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
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review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From:
Sent: Monday, 28 January 2019 6:40 PM
To:
Cc: ; ; MBSP admin; ; 
Subject: Mobile Black Spot Program - Telstra replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Importance: High

For Official Use Only 

Dear  

Mobile Black Spot Program (MBSP) - Replacement Sites 

 
. As discussed and agreed at the monthly meeting on Tuesday 22 January, Telstra is to seek 

agreement from the Queensland Government to the State funding Cape Hillsborough as a Replacement Site for the 
base station at Woodwark (MBSP2-QLD-074) notified as being unable to be built, in lieu of Danbulla (MBSP2-QLD-
024). Once confirmation on Cape Hillsborough is received the Department will brief the Minister on  
and Cape Hillsborough as proposed Replacement Sites. 

The Department understands that Telstra is undertaking further investigation on the viability of a further seven sites 
as Replacement Sites for the following Funded Base Stations notified by Telstra being unable to be built under the 
MBSP: 






 Danbulla, QLD


Regards 

 

 

Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment Branch 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
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M  
@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 5 February 2019 10:38 AM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark Iss 4 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for Cape 

Hillsborough
Attachments: Site Frustration Event - MBSP2-QLD-024 Woodwark Frustrated Scenario B Iss 4 and 

Proposed Cape Hillsborough.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark 

Please find attached documentation further to initial notice from 21/08/2017, and subsequent Notice below 
3/10/2018 

 The Application for planning permit was refused by the local Council.
 Replacement site at Cape Hillsborough has been nominated.

Notifying to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction Engineering, 
Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 3 October 2018 11:24 AM 
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Federal electorate  

Woodwark - Dawson 

Cape Hillsborough - Dawson 

State Electorate 

Woodwark  - Whitsunday 

Cape Hillsborough – Whitsunday 

On balance, a site at Cape Hillsborough is considered the most viable alternative that can (when based on desktop 

analysis) be achieved within the remaining project timeframe. 

Evidence in support of Site Frustration Event:  

• See maps below for Cape Hillsborough Coverage 

 

 

FOI 24-258 - Document 42, Attachment 1

676 of 727

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



  
 

REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

Y 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

Y 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

Y  

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

N 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

Y 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

Y 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? Y 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

N 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

N 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? N 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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Certification: 

Signed for the funding recipient by its authorised representative: 

Signature: 
 

Date: 5 / 02 / 2019 

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
Position: 

Project Manager 

 

Approval: 

The variation is:  ☐ approved  ☐ not approved 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the Commonwealth: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the State: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 
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MBSP - Proposed 

Cape Hillsborough.pn
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of 

Sent: Friday, 1 March 2019 12:42 PM
To:
Cc: MBSP admin
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 - Woodwark - Iss 4 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for 

Cape Hillsborough [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Hi  

The email trail below is the end of the written account. 

This matter was discussed in a face to face meeting with the State (Qld) representatives, following on from our Face 
to face meeting in Canberra on 22 January 2019. The collective group saw the opportunity to gain the Ministers 
(C’wlth) approval for a replacement site by making this simple swap and walking away with at least one win on the 
board.  

Regards, 

 
Senior Contract Manager, 
Networks and IT 
Level 10, 18 Smith Street  
Parramatta NS.W. 2150  

P      
E    @team.telstra.com 
W  www.telstra.com

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 775 556). If you are not an intended 
recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication and any such action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please reply to this email to notify the sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply.

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 1 March 2019 10:21 AM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Subject: MBSP2-QLD-074 - Woodwark - Iss 4 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for Cape Hillsborough 
[DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Hi  

Did Telstra receive a written response from Qld Govt stating that it supported the Cape Hillsborough for Woodwark 
swap and the Boondooma for Danbulla swap? If so, would I be able to receive a copy of this for our records? 

Thanks 

 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 5 February 2019 1:22 PM 
To: @dsiti.qld.gov.au>; MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; 
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Mobile Black Spot Program <mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com> 
Cc: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com>;  
@team.telstra.com> 

Subject: RE: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark Iss 4 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for Cape Hillsborough 

Hi  

Have left a voice message as I was under the impression you were across this initiative. 
Swapping Woodwark for Cape Hillsborough better suited the electorate variable, this was discussed as an 
opportunity for the Cwlth to get a simpler minister endorsement in a meeting last week between Telstra and 
the Cwlth. 

As a result there is not no swap-in candidate for Danbulla, but in effect Danbulla for Boondooma would be 
the current proposal – that being said, I have not confirmed this with paperwork as yet and will have a chat 
with  before I do that. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction 
Engineering, Telstra Operations 

P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited 
(ABN 33 051 775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this 
communication, and any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this 
email to notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:  [mailto: @dsiti.qld.gov.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 5 February 2019 1:03 PM 
To:  ; MBSP admin ; Mobile Black Spot Program  
Cc:  ;  ;  ;   
Subject: Re: MBSP2-QLD-074 Woodwark Iss 4 - Scenario B Frustrated proposed swap for Cape 
Hillsborough 

Hi  

Cape Hillsborough was proposed as an alternative for the Danbulla site last year (MBSP2-QLD-024). I can't 
see a resolution in my email trail around Danbulla - did we come to a decision on this one? Just need to 
clarify which site Cape Hillsborough is proposed as a replacement for, and what the other site's replacement 
is proposed at the moment. 

Thanks, 
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From: @team.telstra.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 26 March 2019 2:24 PM
To: MBSP admin; mobileblackspotprogram@DSITIAQLD.onmicrosoft.com;  

Cc: ; ; ; ;  

Subject: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla - Site Frustration Scenario B - and proposed swap in 
Boondooma

Attachments: Site Frustration Event - MBSP2-QLD-024 - Danbulla Frustrated Scenario B and 
Proposed Boondooma.doc

Dear Stakeholder, 

The following issue has been identified for Mobile Black Spot Programme – MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla 

Please find attached documentation: 
 We are unable to determine achieve planning consent candidate therefore is a Scenario B Frustration.
 Propose to swap the project with Boondooma

Seeking your agreement to vary Schedule 2 in the Federal contract. 

regards 

 
MBSP Program Manager NSW & QLD, Commercial Program Office, Commercial and Construction Engineering, 
Telstra Operations 
P  | M  | E @team.telstra.com | W www.telstra.com 

This communication may contain confidential or copyright information of Telstra Corporation Limited (ABN 33 051 
775 556).  
If you are not an intended recipient, you must not keep, forward, copy, use, save or rely on this communication, and 
any such  
action is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to this email to 
notify the  
sender of its incorrect delivery, and then delete both it and your reply. 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 25 October 2018 1:53 PM 
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State Electorate 

Danbulla  - Tablelands 

Boondooma – South Burnett 

On balance, a site at Boondooma is considered the most viable alternative that can (when based on desktop analysis) 

be achieved within the remaining project timeframe. 

Evidence in support of Site Frustration Event: 

• See attached map for Boondooma coverage
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REPLACEMENT SITE PRINCIPLES (CWLTH) 

[A Replacement Site (Scenario B Site) should generally comply with the following Replacement Principles]. 

Does the Scenario B Site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the Affected 
Site (even if it is at a moderately higher cost)? 

NO 

Is the Scenario B Site on the Commonwealth’s Mobile Black Spot Database located at 
http://nationalmap.gov.au/?  

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site provide at least ten square kilometres of new or upgraded handheld 
coverage for a macrocell base station or at least five square kilometres of new or upgraded 
handheld coverage for a Small Cell base station? 

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site meet the same Specifications as the Affected Site? (Priority will be 
given over a Scenario B Site that does not meet those Specifications). 

NO 

Is the Affected Site a State Co-Funded Site? (Priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within 
the same Key State). 

YES 

Is the Affected Site and Scenario B Site located in a Remote or Very Remote area? (If yes, 
priority will be given to a Scenario B Site within an area of the same remoteness category). 

YES 

Does the Scenario B Site provide value for money for the Commonwealth? YES 

If the answer is YES to any of the following Principles, then the Scenario B Site should not be 
approved.  

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage within an area specified in the Funding Recipient’s 
operational documents outlining its three-year forward-build network coverage plans for the 
years 2016/17-2018/19? 

NO 

Will the Scenario B Site provide Coverage to an area for which the Funding Recipient or any 
other person has been awarded funding under Round 1 of the Mobile Black Spot Program to 
construct or upgrade a base station to provide Coverage to that identical (or substantially 
similar) area (Round 1 base station)? 

NO 

 

 

PART 4 – IS THE ALTERNATIVE SITE A SCENARIO A? 

 

Does the alternative site provide coverage to the same primary black spot as the affected site? N 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of premises located in 
new coverage?  

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for number of transport routes etc 
to receive new handheld coverage and external antenna coverage (Kms)? 

NA 

Does the alternative site provide no less than 90% of the original coverage provided by the 
affected site as set out in the base station assessment tool for size of area to receive external 
antenna coverage (square KMs)? 

 

NA 

Is the State’s funding amount for the alternative site the same as the funding amount for the 
affected site? 

NA 
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Certification: 

Signed for the funding recipient by its authorised representative: 

Signature: 
 

Date: 26 / 03 / 2019 

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
Position: 

Program Manager 

 

Approval: 

The variation is:  ☐ approved  ☐ not approved 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the Commonwealth: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 

 

 

Approved on behalf of the State: 
 
Signature: 
 

 Date:  /  /  

 
Print  Name: 
 

 
 
Position: 
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3G-MBSP-Boondoom

a.png  
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of  

Sent: Monday, 8 April 2019 2:58 PM
To:
Subject: RE: Approved replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Oops 
My mistake 

Thanks 

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 8 April 2019 2:56 PM 
To: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Approved replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Thanks  

 

Yes, Boondooma was given the go ahead by the Minister. 

Cheers 

 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Monday, 8 April 2019 2:52 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au>; @team.telstra.com>; 

@team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Approved replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi  
 

The other one missed is Danbullla. 
Sine we swapped Cape Hillborough for Woodwark, the agreement was to use Boondooma for Danbulla. 

Thanks 
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From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Monday, 8 April 2019 1:34 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Approved replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

 

Thanks 

 lets move on these quickly 

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 8 April 2019 11:11 AM 
To: @team.telstra.com>;  

@team.telstra.com>; @team.telstra.com> 
Cc: MBSP admin <MBSPadmin@communications.gov.au>; @communications.gov.au>;  

@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Approved replacement sites [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Dear   and  

I am pleased to advise that Minister McKenzie has agreed to the following replacements sites: 


 Boondomma, QLD
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I’ll send hrough confimed MBSP Ids for these sites shortly. 

Regards 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES 
www.arts.gov.au/IY2019 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOI 24-258 - Document 45

704 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)
s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: @team.telstra.com> on behalf of  

Sent: Wednesday, 8 May 2019 5:09 PM
To:
Subject: RE: Request for replacement sites data [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: Replacement site data .xlsx

Here you go 
Rgds 

 

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 May 2019 11:36 AM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Subject: FW: Request for replacement sites data [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 

Hi  

We are updating our internal program tracking. In Feb you sent me the summary of site data for all replacements 
approved at that time. Are you able to provide an updated version with all the approved replacement sites to date? 

As always, happy to discuss. 

Regards 

 

From:  [mailto: @team.telstra.com]  
Sent: Friday, 1 February 2019 1:22 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Request for replacement sites data [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi  
Hopefully this does the trick 

Rgds 
 

From:  [mailto: @communications.gov.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 31 January 2019 11:59 AM 
To: @team.telstra.com> 
Subject: Request for replacement sites data [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

For Official Use Only 
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Hi  

As discussed, last year when the first batch of replacement sites were formally approved Telstra sent through an 
excel spreadsheet with all of the technical specifications, lats/lons and coverage metrics for those sites. While we 
have this information in the site frustration notices and power point presentations that Telstra has provided, the 
excel spreadsheet format allowed us to easily import the data into our internal program database and decreased the 
chance of human error if were to manually enter the data. 

Is this something that you have easy access to? If so, would it be possible to send through an excel with the 
specifications, lats/lons and coverage metrics for all the approved replacement sites as per below. Hoping it isn’t too 
onerous, and happy to discuss. 

Thanks 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program / Regional Deployment 
Department of Communications and the Arts 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
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and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized  
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  
copies of the original message.  

This message has been content scanned by the Axway MailGate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 26 November 2019 5:02 PM
To: ; 
Cc: ; MBSP admin; ; ; 
Subject: Danbulla enquiry from Mr Katter's Electorate Office [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: 141218_Bob Katter re Danbulla.pdf

Security Classification:
For Official Use Only

 

As discussed at today’s meeting, our MO (Coulton) received an enquiry from a local constituent in August 2019 
regarding the Danbulla base station funded under Round 2 of the MBSP.  

The MO advised the local constituent that there was a new round of the Black Spot program closing in late 
September (Round 5) and encouraged him and the community to seek the support of Telstra as well as the local 
council. The constituent wrote back to Telstra’s CEO Office and copied the Telstra AGM stating that he got, “the 
distinct sense that there might be some crossed wires here and wondered if Telstra would consider revisiting the 
proposal, and working with the community to find a solution that works for everybody.” However, as I understand 
Telstra did not submit an application for funding a solution at Danbulla under Round 5 of the MBSP. 

The EO also wrote to Telstra’s CEO regarding this site. A copy of the response from Telstra’s CEO to Mr Katter is 
attached. 

We advised our MO, that it was not clear to us the context of Andy Penn’s comments in his letter to Bob Katter date 
14 December 2018, i.e. 
“Telstra has been searching for an alternative site that meets the government’s program guidelines. I can now 
confirm that a potential site has been identified and we are currently waiting for formal approval from the 
Department of Communications and the Arts.” 

This could have been assumed to mean that Telstra found an alternative site in Danbulla to build the base station. 
However, we believe this may have been referring to Telstra identifying a “replacement site” in a totally different 
location (i.e. Boondooma), as Telstra was unable to progress construction of a base station at Danbulla under the 
MBSP. 

The MO asked us for any additional background on the Danbulla site and the reason it was frustrated. We provided 
the MO with the following: 

 Frustrated Site: MBSP2-QLD-024 Danbulla
The local council rejected the development application following community submissions objecting to the
base station.  Three candidates were evaluated in detail and an additional 12 were canvassed for
interest.  Viable planning and engineering locations were very limited particularly given the terrain and only
a few landowners with large land holdings in the target area. All options were exhausted.

Regards 
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From:
Sent: Friday, 13 March 2020 10:19 AM
To:
Subject: RE: MC20-001204 Letter to Andy Penn CC PM, Minister Fletcher, et al 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Security Classification:
UNCLASSIFIED

Thanks

I knew it was a doosie. I am to the same conclusion as you. I will discuss with  when he comes back. Appreicate 
your views 

Cheers 

 
Assistant Director / Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 

arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

infrastructure.gov.au / @infra_regional 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

From: @communications.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 12 March 2020 5:09 PM 
To: @communications.gov.au> 
Subject: MC20-001204 Letter to Andy Penn CC PM, Minister Fletcher, et al [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi  

Wow, looking at this correspondence is doing my head in. My thoughts: 

On one hand I am inclined to think we NFA as it is clearly a letter to Telstra and not the Govt, and probably cc’d to 
PM and Minister Fletcher et al to ensure Telstra responds. 

But on the other hand, it may be appropriate to provide a Deptl reply, even if just a brief one, seeing as the letter: 
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- Was formally referred to Minister Fletcher from the PM’s office (PDMS notes state that we must accept MC
even if it doesn’t ask a question, but then we can decide how to deal with it)

- Clearly has issue with the fact that the planned MBSP base station at Danbulla is not going to be built and
the community is still without improved mobile coverage

- Clearly has issue with the initiator having difficulty accessing broadband internet services in a regional area

So, on balance, I think a Deptl reply could be drafted: 
- Providing a status update on MBSP including formal MBSP position re Danbulla
- Stating that we understand Telstra is working with you on a solution re broadband internet connection

BUT THEN I THINK HOW WOULD WE INTRODUCE THE LETTER??? Thank you for writing to Telstra… we note you 
have CC’d the PM and Minister Fletcher… we are writing on behalf of ???… 

So I have come full circle and think we should NFA as although  mentions issues from within our portfolio, 
 is not actually raising  issues with the PM or Minister Fletcher. Plus we have written indication from Telstra is 

working to resolve ’s complaint. 

 

Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@communications.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 2154 Canberra, ACT 2601 
communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 
arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 9:43 AM
To:
Cc: mobile coverage
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW: 'Urgent' Min Corro input request from NBN Branch (  

 Danbulla QLD) [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Attachments: Regional Comms Input for NBN -  (Danbulla QLD)_.docx

Security Classification:
For Official Use Only

Thanks  

See attachment with suggested edits, let me know if you have any questions. 

I’m not sure that the NBN team will include all this input in their response, so we should consider what we could 
remove that doesn’t take away the key messages (particularly opportunity for Round 5A funding). 

Cheers 
 

 

Director / Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  
M  

@communications.gov.au 

For Official Use Only 

From: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 October 2020 4:38 PM 
To: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au> 
Cc: mobile coverage <mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: FOR REVIEW: 'Urgent' Min Corro input request from NBN Branch ( , Danbulla QLD) [DLM=For-
Official-Use-Only] 
Importance: High 

 

As discussed, I have had a look at this input and provide a revised draft attached for your review/clearance before 
providing to NBN Branch. ’s main issue centres on NBN infrastructure in the area but  also mentions 
mobile coverage in  letter to NBN Co Limited. 

NBN Branch have requested this input ASAP if possible as the response is very overdue (noting, however, that we 
only received the request last week). 

Thank you, 
 

 

Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
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Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@communications.gov.au 
For Official Use Only 

From: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 September 2020 4:27 PM 
To: mobile coverage <mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Cc: NBNrequests <NBNrequests@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Request for input to correspondence - URGENT [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 
Importance: High 

Good afternoon 

We have received the attached correspondence from someone who is complaining about mobile reception, along 
with NBN issues. Are you able to please provide input to this, or otherwise advise if you are happy for me to copy 
and paste from the standard words in your auto-reply message? 

It would be much appreciated if you could get back to me ASAP as this correspondence is a couple of months 
overdue at our end. 

Kind regards 

 
Senior Policy Officer (A/g)/ NBN Pricing and Products / NBN 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@infrastructure.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 

arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

infrastructure.gov.au / @infra_regional 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

 100% of trees prefer digital delivery

For Official Use Only 
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MAPS 

Danbulla suburb boundary (Google Maps) 

Google Earth 

Lake Barrine (Telstra) 
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Goldsborough Valley (Telstra) 

Tinaroo (Optus)  

Tinaroo (Telstra)  
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Telstra 4G HH 

Telstra 4G EA (zoomed in) 
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Telstra 3G HH 

Telstra 3G EA (zoomed in) 

Optus 3G & 4G 
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VHA 3G & 4G 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 10:21 AM
To:
Cc: NBNrequests; mobile coverage
Subject: RE: Request for input -  (Danbulla QLD) [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Security Classification:
For Official Use Only

Hi  

Please see our cleared input for response to  (Danbulla QLD) below. If you need to reduce the length, 
can you please run your final version past our team before dispatching? There are a couple nuances in this input 
that we need to make sure are correctly reflected in the final inclusion. 

Mobile coverage 

Expanding mobile coverage has clear economic, social and public safety benefits for people living, working 
and travelling in regional and remote areas of Australia. This is why the Australian Government has 
committed $380 million to date to the Mobile Black Spot Program (the Program) to invest in 
telecommunications infrastructure projects which address mobile black spots across Australia. 

Under the first five rounds of the Program, the Government’s commitment has generated a total investment 
of more than $836 million, including co-contributions from local, state and territory governments, mobile 
network operators (MNOs) and community organisations, funding up to 1,229 mobile base stations across 
Australia. 

Danbulla was originally funded to receive a mobile base station under Round 2 of the Program. However, 
Telstra was unable to obtain local planning approval to build the base station at a suitable location and, after 
exhausting all available options at the time, Telstra advised that it was unable to proceed and the base 
station was removed from the Program.  

The Government intends that the next step in the Program will be to conduct a Round 5A. Feedback 
received from industry and the community on options for the design of this next round is currently being 
reviewed, with an approach to market expected by the end of year. Should local circumstances have 
changed in finding a suitable location to build a base station in the area it would be open to an application 
being put forward for funding under Round 5A.  

I encourage you to contact the MNOs to make your coverage issues known. You may also like to contact 
your local council to discuss potential locations for a base station that would have the support of the 
community. Past experience has shown that when local communities and councils engage with the MNOs it 
increases the likelihood that a mobile base station application will be put forward for funding under the 
Program. I enclose the contact details of the MNOs for reference:  

Optus  
Telephone: 13 39 37 
Website: www.optus.com.au/for-you/support 

Telstra 
Telephone: 13 22 03 
Website: www.telstra.com.au/coverage-networks/telstra-regional-australia/contact-us 
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TPG Telecom 
Telephone: 1300 650 410 
Website: www.vodafone.com.au/network 

As part of the Program, $80 million in funding has also been allocated for a sixth round, the process for 
which will commence after the Round 5A competitive assessment process is complete. Further information 
about the Program is available on the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 
Communications’ website at www.communications.gov.au/mbsp. 

In regards to existing mobile coverage, the predictive coverage maps published by the MNOs – Optus, 
Telstra and TPG Telecom (formerly Vodafone Hutchison Australia) – indicate that the Danbulla area should 
be receiving varying degrees of 3G and 4G mobile coverage, with coverage limited or non-existent in some 
areas. 

While Telstra’s maps indicate that reception at some locations may improve with the use of an external 
antenna or authorised repeater, public mapping information suggests that hilly terrain and distance between 
your address and nearby mobile base stations is likely to affect the level of reception you may be receiving. 
I would encourage you to contact your mobile service provider to identify options to improve your 
reception. 

Any questions, just let me know. 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@communications.gov.au 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 6 October 2020 11:33 PM 
To: mobile coverage  
Subject: RE: Request for input to correspondence - URGENT [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi  It’s just departmental. Don’t worry it’s not as urgent as before –  wrote twice and we have NFA’d the 
overdue one. 

It’s departmental. MC20-011468.  just mentions mobile coverage as an aside, the main point is to complain about 
the NBN 

Kind regards 

 
Senior Policy Officer (A/g)/ NBN Pricing and Products / NBN 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@infrastructure.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 

arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

infrastructure.gov.au / @infra_regional 
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I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

 100% of trees prefer digital delivery

For Official Use Only 

From: mobile coverage <mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 October 2020 4:01 PM 
To: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au> 
Cc: NBNrequests <NBNrequests@communications.gov.au>; mobile coverage 
<mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Request for input to correspondence - URGENT [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi  

Are you able to let me know the Min Corro item number for this correspondence ( , Danbulla QLD) and if it is 
a Min Reply or Dept Reply? 

Thank you, 
 

 

Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@communications.gov.au 
For Official Use Only 

From: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 October 2020 12:36 PM 
To: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au> 
Cc: NBNrequests <NBNrequests@communications.gov.au>; mobile coverage 
<mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Request for input to correspondence - URGENT [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi  

We are working on this input and will provide it to you asap.  

Thanks, 
 

 

Mobile Black Spot Program Implementation / Regional Communications 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@communications.gov.au 
For Official Use Only 

From: @INFRASTRUCTURE.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 September 2020 4:27 PM 
To: mobile coverage <mobilecoverage@communications.gov.au> 
Cc: NBNrequests <NBNrequests@communications.gov.au> 
Subject: Request for input to correspondence - URGENT [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 
Importance: High 

Good afternoon 

FOI 24-258 - Document 50

726 of 727

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(
1)

s22(
1)( )

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)
s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(
1)

s22(
1)( )

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)
s22(1)(a)(ii)

s22(1)(a)(ii)

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

re
ed

om
 o

f I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
Ac

t 1
98

2 
by

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f  
In

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 T
ra

ns
po

rt,
 R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts

s11C(1)(a)



We have received the attached correspondence from someone who is complaining about mobile reception, along 
with NBN issues. Are you able to please provide input to this, or otherwise advise if you are happy for me to copy 
and paste from the standard words in your auto-reply message? 

It would be much appreciated if you could get back to me ASAP as this correspondence is a couple of months 
overdue at our end. 

Kind regards 

 
Senior Policy Officer (A/g)/ NBN Pricing and Products / NBN 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 
P  

@infrastructure.gov.au 

2 Phillip Law Street, Canberra ACT 2601 
GPO Box 594 Canberra, ACT 2601 

communications.gov.au / @CommsAu 

arts.gov.au / @artsculturegov 

infrastructure.gov.au / @infra_regional 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land on which we meet, work and live. I recognise and respect their continuing connection to the land, 
waters and communities. I pay my respect to Elders past and present and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

 100% of trees prefer digital delivery

For Official Use Only 
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