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4 Australian Government

Y Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development, Communications and the Arts

To: The Hon Michelle Rowland MP, Minister for Communications (for signature)
Subject: Responses to petitions EN5139 on online pornography and EN5435 on explicit content.

Critical Date: Routine, noting that the response to EN5139 was due to the Committee on
29 October 2023. Late submission has been agreed with your office.

Recommendation/s
1. That you sign the letter at Attachment B responding to Petition ENS 139"
Signed / Not Signed

'@ed / Not Signed

Date: 2

1://2,./-2

Wichelle
Co ments: ‘

Key Points:

1. This submission seeks your agreement to the responses to petitions EN5139 and EN5435,
which were referred to you by the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Petitions
(the Committee). Under Standing Order 209 (a) and (b), the Committee may refer a petition to the
responsible Minister.

2. You are expected to respond within 90 days of the petitions’ presentation by lodging a
written response with the Committee. Petition EN5139 was due on 29 October 2023, and petition
EN5435 is due on 14 January 2024.

Petition EN5139 (Attachment A):

3. On 1 August 2023, the Committee referred petition EN5139 to you (Attachment A). The
petition has 80 signatures and calls for a ban on free access to online pornography, X-rated
material and sexual adult content. The petition calls for access to this material to be restricted to
individuals over 18.

Petition EN5435 (Attachment C):

4.  On 16 October 2023, the Committee referred petition EN5435 to you (Attachment C). The
petition has 20 signatures and calls for the House to enact an immediate and unequivocal ban on
explicit content, along with requesting non-explicit sexual education and improved mental health
support.
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Response
5. The draft responses to both petitions are at Attachment B and Attachment D and sct out

the Australian Government’s existing measures to protect children from exposure to explicit
material under the Online Safety Act 2021. They also provide information about the eSafety
Commissioner’s Roadmap for Age Verification, the Australian Government’s response to the
Roadmap, and support for parents and carers available through the eSafety Commissioner’s
online resources. Attachment D also provides information about Australia’s classification
system.

Financial impacts: N/A
Legal/Legislative impacts: N/A
Stakeholder Implications: N/A
Consultation: N/A

Media Opportunities: N/A

Attachments:

Attachment A: Petition EN5139 — Children accessing pornography

Attachment B: Response to petition EN5139

Attachment C: Petition EN5435 — The impacts of explicit pornography and sexual content
Attachment D: Response to petition EN5435

Cleared By: F22(0(@W Contact Officer: S221@)0

Position: A/g Assistant Secretary, Online Safety Section: Projects and Implementation
Division: Online Safety, Media and Platforms Ph: 6271 s22(1)

Mob: $22(1)(a)(ii) S

Cleared Date: 13/11/23

Instructions for MPS: Nil
Do you require a signed hardcopy to be returned: No
Responsible Adviser: $22(1)(a)(ii)

PDMS Distribution List: Jim Betts, Richard Windeyer, Bridget Gannon, $22(1)(@)(il)
s22(1)(a)(ii)
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1/08/2023

Ms Michelle Rowland MP
Minister for Communications

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

A petition in the following terms was recently presented in the House.

Presentation date: 31/07/2023

Petition number: EN5139 (Please quote in future correspondence)
Number of signatures: 80

Terms:

e Reason: Free soft-core and hard-core sexual adult content is being accessed by
underaged children and shared online freely amongst each other without
restriction. It is corrupting their minds and their ideas about sexuality and
sensuality.

o Request: We therefore ask the House to ban the free access to pornography, x-
rated material and sexual adult content online so it can only be accessed by
individuals older than 18 in a restricted manner such as paying for the content by
an overaged person.

As you may be aware, under Standing Order 209(a) and (b) the Petitions Committee
may refer a copy of a petition to the Minister responsible for the administration of

30f13



FOI 24-404 - Document 1 - Attachment A

the matter raised in the petition. A written response to the referred petition is
expected within 90 days of its presentation in the House.

When the response has been considered by the Committee it will be presented in the
House, recorded in Hansard and published on the Committee's website at:
https://www.aph.gov.au/e-petitions.

I look forward to receiving your response in due course.

Please email your response to the Petitions Committee at
petitions.committee.reps@aph.gov.au

Please advise the Committee as soon as possible if this petition should be referred to
a different Minister.

Yours sincerely

Ms Susan Templeman MP
Chair

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS

PO Box 6021, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 | Phone: (02) 6277 2152 | Email:
petitions.committee.reps@aph.gov.au
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From: petitions.committee.reps@aph.gov.au
Sent: Monday, 16 October 2023 2:35 PM

To: DLO Rowland

Subject: Petition Ministerial Referral (EN5435)

16/10/2023

Ms Michelle Rowland MP
Minister for Communications
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

A petition in the following terms was recently presented in the House.

Presentation date: 16/10/2023
Petition number: EN5435 (Please quote in future correspondence)

Number of signatures: 20

Terms:

e Reason: We, as citizens of Australia, rise united against an alarming and escalating
crisis that imperils the very fabric of our society. The pervasive scourge of explicit
po*nography and sexual content is not only tearing at our moral foundations but
also fostering a breeding ground for heinous crimes that threaten our safety,
dignity, and future. These materials have a detrimental impact on individuals,
families, relationships, and societal values. They contribute to the objectification of
individuals, perpetuate harmful stereotypes, and can lead to harmful behaviours
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and attitudes and crimes. Children and young people are particularly vulnerable to
the negative effects of exposure to explicit content, as it can shape their
perceptions of healthy relationships and sexual behaviours. This crisis transcends
mere content; it is a crisis of values, relationships, and human dignity. Explicit
material infiltrates our homes, schools, and workplaces, systematically warping our
perception of consent, respect, and love. It sows seeds of objectification that
sprout into attitudes of entitlement and disrespect. The dangers stretch beyond
distorted beliefs. We must confront the alarming rise in crimes that are fuelled by
explicit content—crimes such as harassment, cyberbullying, and even human and
sex trafficking. These insidious activities thrive in the shadows of a society that
tolerates the degradation of human beings.

Request: We therefore ask the House to Enact an immediate and unequivocal ban
on explicit content. Safeguard our society, protect our youth, and eliminate the
breeding ground for associated crimes. Implement stringent regulations, fund
comprehensive and non-explicit sexual education and bolster mental health
support.

As you may be aware, under Standing Order 209(a) and (b) the Petitions Committee
may refer a copy of a petition to the Minister responsible for the administration of
the matter raised in the petition. A written response to the referred petition is
expected within 90 days of its presentation in the House.

When the response has been considered by the Committee it will be presented in the
House, recorded in Hansard and posted on the Committee's website at:
https://www.aph.gov.au/e-petitions.

I look forward to receiving your response in due course.

Please email your response to the Petitions Committee at
petitions.committee.reps@aph.gov.au

Yours sincerely

Ms Susan Templeman MP

Chair
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS

PO Box 6021, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 | Phone: (02) 6277 2152 | Email:
petitions.committee.reps@aph.gov.au
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