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Submission begins after the broken line below and can be made public.

The Australian Federal Government seeks to introduce draconian and dystopian new legislation to stifle free speech,
allegedly in the name of combating "misinformation” and "disinformation”.

The Communications Legislation Amendment (Combating Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023 purports "to
hold digital platform services to account and create transparency around their efforts in responding to misinformation
and disinformation in Australia."”

That's the official line. The reality is that this bill is designed to give the government totalitarian powers to crush
freedom of speech.

The draft bill states "digital platform provider means a person who provides a digital platform service," which casts a
very wide net.

The "harm" this bill purports to prevent includes any of the following:

(a) hatred against a group in Australian society on the basis of ethnicity, nationality, race, gender, sexual orientation,
age, religion or physical or mental disability;

(b) disruption of public order or society in Australia;

(c) harm to the integrity of Australian democratic processes or of Commonwealth, State, Territory or local government
institutions;

(d) harm to the health of Australians;
(e) harm to the Australian environment;

(f) economic or financial harm to Australians, the Australian economy or a sector of the Australian economy

In regards to (a), we already have federal anti-discrimination and hate speech laws purporting to prevent offense to
minority groups. Namely, the Age Discrimination Act 2004, Australian Human Rights Commission Act 1986, Disability
Discrimination Act 1992, Racial Discrimination Act 1975, and the Sex Discrimination Act 1984.

Based on the self-serving behaviour of both Commonwealth and State governments to date, the true meaning of (b)
and (c) can be fairly construed as anything that threatens the government and its agendas. When governments act
against their people, then it is the democratic right of citizens to object and protest. This new bill endows government
with the power to squash dissent, no matter how calm, reasoned and non-violent.
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