
Jen McNab

The Department of Infrastructure,
Transport and Regional Development,
Communications and the Arts,
GPO Box 594
Canberra ACT 2601

17th August 2023

To Whom It May Concern,

Re: Communications Legislation Amendment (Combatting Misinformation and 
Disinformation) Bill 2023

I am writing to strongly oppose the Communications Legislation Amendment (Combating 
Misinformation and Disinformation) Bill 2023.

The current form of the bill endangers freedom of expression and democratic values in 
Australia and grants excessive authority to the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA). This raises concerns of government censorship and overreach and 
ultimately compromises individual rights. Excluding government-approved and professional 
news content from similar oversight also raises bias concerns, privileging specific narratives 
and hindering diverse viewpoints. Likewise, favouring endorsed content risks silencing 
dissenting voices and stifling community engagement.

In a landscape where information dissemination is influenced by a wide variety of interests, 
relying solely on a central authority to arbitrate truth can lead to skewed perspectives and 
the suppression of dissenting views. Additionally, the presence of corporate entities with 
vested interests in content regulation raises concerns about their ability to accurately assess 
information without being swayed by financial motivations.

The establishment of a framework to ensure transparency in content regulation decisions is 
of utmost importance. Any entity that benefits from such content regulation should be 
required to disclose their affiliations and interests, thereby enabling the public to easily 
identify and evaluate potential biases. The public also has a right to know what material has 
been classified as misinformation or disinformation, and easily challenge these decisions.

For instance, consider the guidance provided by the Australian government to the population 
regarding Covid-19 vaccination. Initially, this advice was heavily influenced by 
recommendations from the World Health Organization (WHO). Notably, the WHO receives 
substantial funding (as high as 88% of their total funding*) from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Bill Gates subsequently personally benefited by amassing enormous revenues, 
exceeding $200 billion USD, from the sale of Coronavirus vaccines. This situation exposed an 
extreme conflict of interest which unfortunately the Australian media and governing bodies 
still have failed to sufficiently address.



The Australian public recently endured excessive and unjustified government censorship of 
many important issues, without regard for fact. Evidence of the kinds of misinformation 
censorship that have already occurred was published on page 4 of "The Weekend Australian" 
22-23 July in an article titled "Banned Covid Posts 'totally factual'" by Chris Kelly (please see 
article attached at the bottom of this letter). This article states that many of the 4000 social 
media posts secretly censored by the government during the pandemic, despite containing 
factual information, were indeed heavily censored online.

This is the kind of censorship that can be extremely dangerous, as in this case the suppression 
of "factual" information may have resulted in the inadvertent harming of many people. For 
example, the suppression of such factual information may have resulted in both community 
and government support for extreme policy decisions, such as those that ultimately lead to 
the population being forced to choose to vaccinate against Covid 19, despite their personal 
wishes and beliefs, just in order to keep their job, run their business, enter a building or simply 
participate in everyday society.

By acknowledging the potential for conflicts of interest and taking proactive steps to mitigate 
them, we can work towards a more transparent, accountable, and fair information 
ecosystem. This approach would preserve the essence of diverse viewpoints and democratic 
principles while striving for accurate, unbiased information dissemination.

I implore the government to recognize the dangerous overreach in this legislation, withdraw 
the bill, and protect free speech and democracy in Australia. Thank you for considering my 
objection.

Kind Regards

Jen McNab

https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/02/03/how-is-the-world-health-organization- 
funded-and-why-does-it-rely-so-much-on-bill-gates

https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/02/03/how-is-the-world-health-organization-funded-and-why-does-it-rely-so-much-on-bill-gates
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