Free speech is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of democratic societies. Its
importance lies in several key aspects:

Expression of Ideas: Free speech allows individuals to express their thoughts, opinions, and
ideas without fear of censorship or punishment. This exchange of ideas is vital for intellectual
growth, societal progress, and the discovery of new solutions to problems.

Public Accountability: In any fair and honest society, free speech enables citizens to hold those
in power accountable. It allows for criticism and open discussion of government policies and
actions, helping to prevent corruption and abuse of authority.

Protection of Minority Voices: Free speech safeguards the rights of minority groups, ensuring
that their perspectives are heard and respected. It prevents the dominance of majority opinions
over marginalised voices.

Innovation and Creativity: The freedom to express oneself stimulates innovation and creativity.
Artists, writers, scientists, and entrepreneurs rely on the ability to freely share their work and
ideas to advance society as a whole.

Personal Development: The ability to speak freely allows individuals to develop their own
thoughts and beliefs. Engaging in open discussions with others can lead to personal growth,
empathy, and a deeper understanding of different viewpoints.

When governments propose to limit free speech, it can be viewed as tyrannical for several
reasons:

Power Concentration: Restricting free speech concentrates power in the hands of the ruling
authority. This can lead to a lack of transparency and accountability, potentially paving the way
for abuse of power and corruption.

Suppressing Dissent: Limiting free speech can be a means to silence dissent and stifle
opposition to government policies. Without the ability to voice concerns or criticism.
Inhibition of Progress: A free exchange of ideas drives societal progress. When speech is
restricted, creativity and innovation suffer, hindering advancements in various fields and
preventing the discovery of alternative solutions to problems.

Violation of Human Rights: Freedom of speech is recognised as a fundamental human right
under international law. Any attempt to curb this right infringes upon the basic liberties and
dignity of individuals.

Chilling Effect: The fear of repercussions due to restricted speech can lead to self-censorship,
where individuals withhold their thoughts and opinions to avoid punishment. This leads to a
homogenised society.



While there are some reasonable limitations on free speech, such as incitement to violence, or
shouting “fire” in a crowded cinema, proposals to limit free speech should be approached with
caution. Striking a balance between protecting individual rights and maintaining social harmony
is crucial, but outright suppression of free speech is a dangerous path that undermines the
freedom of the individual and society.

Free speech is essential, and government proposals to limit it can be seen as a dangerous
overreach. It raises concerns about who gets to decide what constitutes appropriate thoughts
and ideas and, consequently, how or who can express them.

When governments attempt to control or censor speech, they risk assuming the role of arbiters
of what is considered acceptable or unacceptable expression. This can lead to a slippery slope,
where subjective judgments about appropriateness are made, often influenced by the ruling
party's ideologies or prevailing societal norms.

Allowing such overreach in regulating speech can stifle the diversity of opinions and
perspectives that are crucial for a healthy and dynamic society. It raises questions about the
potential suppression of dissenting voices, minority viewpoints, and innovative ideas that might
challenge the status quo.

Moreover, when the government takes on the authority to dictate what can and cannot be
said, it may discourage individuals from engaging in open dialogue and self-expression, for fear
of retribution or punishment. This chilling effect can inhibit the free flow of ideas and hinder
progress and intellectual development.

In an open and free society, the best way to address inappropriate speech or harmful ideas is
through speech itself. Open debate, education, and promoting critical thinking are essential
elements that strengthen our commitment to free expression. By engaging in respectful
dialogue and exchanging diverse perspectives, we can navigate the complexities of our world,
fostering understanding and empathy while gaining valuable wisdom along the way.

In conclusion, the protection of freedom of speech is not just a legal obligation but a moral
imperative for all government bodies. It is incumbent upon them to acknowledge their duty to
uphold fundamental human rights, as recognised by international law. Any attempt to restrict
or curtail this cherished right undermines the very essence of our liberties and dignity as
individuals. Embracing and safeguarding free speech is essential for nurturing democratic
societies, fostering diversity of thought, and empowering every citizen to participate fully in
shaping the future we collectively aspire to achieve. Let us uphold and cherish the right to free
expression as a cornerstone of our shared humanity and progress.



