
Preserving Freedom of Speech: The Dangers of an Overreaching ACMA in the Misinformation
and Disinformation Regulation Bill

The Misinformation and Disinformation Regulation Bill’s potential consequences are
far-reaching, particularly for those concerned about the rise of excessive "woke" ideology. This
bill, proposing extensive powers to the unelected Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA), has raised serious alarm bells among advocates of free speech and
democracy. By granting an unelected body the authority to define "misinformation" and regulate
speech, while exempting the government and corporations, we risk endangering the very
principles our nation stands for.

1. Suppression of "Anti-Woke" Speech:
The bill's broad definition of "misinformation" could be exploited to target viewpoints that
challenge the prevailing "woke" narrative. As the term "misinformation" becomes increasingly
subjective, it may be weaponized to suppress conservative, traditional, or dissenting opinions,
eroding the diversity of thought necessary for a thriving democracy.

2. Undermining Freedom of Expression:
The proposed powers of the ACMA cast a dark shadow on freedom of expression, a
cornerstone of any democratic society. By granting an unelected body the authority to police
online speech, we risk losing the essence of democratic discourse and the right to express
differing opinions without fear of reprisal.

3. Unchecked Power and Lack of Accountability:
The ACMA's expansive powers, bestowed upon an unelected entity, raise serious concerns
about a lack of democratic accountability. Unelected bodies should not hold the authority to
influence the public's speech and expression without direct representation from the people.

4. Selective Enforcement and Political Bias:
The absence of clear guidelines and oversight mechanisms opens the door to selective
enforcement of the regulations. This may result in biased targeting of conservative voices and
critics of the current government's policies, creating an environment where political opposition is
stifled and democracy undermined.

5. Double Standards for the Government and Corporations:
The bill's provision to exempt the government and corporations from the same misinformation
and disinformation rules they impose on citizens is deeply troubling. This reinforces the
perception of a two-tiered system, where the ruling class can control the narrative and shield
themselves from scrutiny while ordinary Australians have their freedoms curtailed.

6. Hindering Honest Debate and Exchange of Ideas:
Democracy thrives when ideas and perspectives can be openly debated. By empowering the
ACMA to regulate speech, we risk sacrificing the principles of a free marketplace of ideas,



where the best arguments prevail, in favor of a controlled narrative that does not allow for
genuine dialogue.

The Misinformation and Disinformation Regulation Bill, with its broad powers handed over to an
unelected body, poses a clear threat to freedom of speech, democratic principles, and open
discourse. Its potential to stifle "anti-woke" speech and its exemption of the government and
corporations from the same rules highlight the dangers of such legislation. As a nation that
values democracy and free expression, we must preserve the rights and freedoms of all
Australians. Let us reject this overreach of power and uphold the true spirit of democracy that
fosters an inclusive exchange of ideas and protects the liberties of every citizen.

Signed,
Concerned Australian Citizen


