Submission — Re: Draft of the Communications Legislation Amendment
{Combaiting Misinformation and Disinformation Bifi 21

After reading the above Drafi I have grave fears that this Bill will be extremely
detrimental 1o the safety and wellbeing of Australians and to owr Democracy and
Economy.” I therefore set out my obiections,

1. 1 strongly believe that ail Australians have a right to express their views and

Str
opinions on  matfers concerning the govemnance of our couniry especially when it
coines to Freedom of Speech. 1 believe that “freedom of expression’ will be

seripusly jeopardised.

2. Extending new t:-'ﬂ ers to the Independent Regulator, ACMA, is definitely not
necessary and a2 body appeinted by Government is hardly going io be wholly
mdependent. The pro i;:‘;sed bill  gives ACMA ithe pr- ¥ef 1o decide what is
misinformation / disinformation plus the power to creat ’151 entorce an industry
standard siructure, g higher form of regulation, should s wtary  code  of
prasﬁce formed by a Digital Platform be deemed ineffective. (I'm not sure  how
CMA would be able to regulate platforms outside this country) There is also provision
that ACMA may even make provisions for Digital Platforms to keep records and
report to them.
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2 The Government is exempi from the legislation — so if pec p?s don’t agree with
the 1waitative the Government puts forward, {which 3 ﬁﬁ?})éﬁ G over the last three
years}, they have no right fo guesfion eg. advice / mandates? Democracies are much
more robust when  “the peopie” have the right to exercise Individual freedoms.

4. These amendments will affect af least three existing Acts — The Broadeasting
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and Online Safety Act 2021, which already have adequate provision

“

I take this opportuniiy to make this submission snd Implore the Goverminent io refrain

om passing legisiaiion and regulations that are suppressing freedom and causing
great division in our couniry. There are so many more looming and the loss of trusi ang
confidence in ouwr S}’ﬁiﬁi‘ﬁ wii? eniv increase and risk civil unrest. People have had
enough of conirol, ioss of fresdom and outright censorship.

Trevor & Helen Richards




