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You will need to consider the requirement if you are
working on legislation, a policy or a program that
regulates offensive speech or the publication or
broadcast of offensive material.

What is the scope of the
right to freedom of
opinion and expression?

The right in article 19(1) to hold opinions without
Interference cannot be subject to any exception or
restriction. The right in article 19(2) protects
freedom of expression in any medium, for example
written and oral communications, the media, public
protest, broadcasting, artistic works and
commercial advertising. The right protects not only
favourable information or ideas, but also unpopular
ideas including those that may offend or shock
(subject to limitations). Freedom of expression
carries with it special responsibilities, and may be
restricted on several grounds, discussed further
below.



