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Welcome Message

Welcome to the latest edition of the community

newsletter, and my first as Administrator of the Indian

Ocean Territories (IOT).

I have spent the past couple of weeks getting across

my new role, and thank everyone who has supported

me in the transition. I am excited to be back on Cocos

next week in my first visit as Administrator.

For those who don’t know my background before my

appointment, I am an experienced engineer and

project manager and have been on the boards of

several local development and industry organisations –

including as the Deputy Chairperson for the Regional

Development Organisation and Treasurer for the

Christmas Island Business Association. I have also

represented the community as a councillor for the

Shire of Christmas Island and the secretary for the

Christmas Island Islamic Council.
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Looking forward, the next months and years promise

to be an exciting time and significant time for the IOT.

There are challenges facing the region, as well as long-

term opportunities to seize.

Being a fourth-generation Christmas Islander, my local

knowledge and experience of our remote home – as

well as passion for our region – will drive my tenure as

Administrator. I am determined to be a strong

advocate for the Christmas and Cocos Islands –

particularly around some of the key challenges facing

our region such as freight and air services, housing and

impacts of climate change – and ensure that your

voices are heard in discussions around our shared

future.

I am excited to hit the ground running and am

energised by the work of developing a stronger future

for the IOT, together with you – the community. My

continuous focus during my time as Administrator will

be building stronger relationships with the people of

Christmas and Cocos Islands, as I represent the

Australian Government on island.

We are the most diverse, multicultural region in

Australia with distinct views and ideas to how we

shape the future of our region.

My aim is to bring the community together with

government, to build a shared pathway forward

towards a stronger, more resilient economy,

environment and region.

Some of my key priorities and where I can see

opportunity and potential, are around community

wellbeing and social issues.

Over the past few years, the importance of physical

and mental health has been brought into stark relief

through the COVID-19 pandemic. I am proud to be a

part of a community that was proactive in the COVID-

19 response and who were compassionate and

disciplined in keeping our vulnerable community

members safe.

I hope that even as we enter a new phase for our

region and as the intensity around the pandemic winds

down and we adjust to our new normal, that we keep

these ties and values that bind us and use them to

shape our shared future.
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I know that my achievements in this role will be shaped

by how well we engage and collaborate, and I would

like to encourage all of you to come and speak with me

if you have any concerns, thoughts or ideas – so that I

can support you and our community.

I’ve already met with a wide range of you and welcome

a chat in person so please drop us a line or pop into

the office to chat with myself and my team.

If you would like to find out more about anything in the

newsletter or you would like a hardcopy, please

contact my office. Let us know if you want us to include

your upcoming community event or activity in the

newsletter. Stories (including photos) about recent IOT

community events are very welcome and can be

emailed to IOTAdministrator@infrastructure.gov.au.

Farzian Zainal

Administrator of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling)

Islands

 

Latest News

Ensuring our volunteers are prepared for

emergencies

During the first half of May 2023, WA Department of

Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) visited the IOT to

carry out training and take part in awards

presentations recognising the contibution of present

and past members on CI and CKI.

DFES District Officer, Regional Preparedness Mark

Feast made the trip as part of the service delivery

arrangement with the Australian Government which

sees DFES provide a range of training to the Volunteer

Fire and Emergency Services (VFES) and Volunteer

Marine Rescue Serice (VRMS)  personnel on Christmas

and Cocos (Keeling) Islands.

On Christmas Island, the team carried out Road Crash

Rescue and Breathing Apparatus training courses. The

crash rescue training culminated in a joint exercise

mailto:IOTAdministrator@infrastructure.gov.au
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with St Johns Ambulance involving a car crash scenario

with live casualties.

Joint VFES and St Johns Ambulance Crash Rescue Exercise

Christmas Island.

VFES Live Fire Breathing Apparatus Training at the CI Golf

Course.

The Christmas Island Volunteers held an awards

evening the celebrate the long service achievement of
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past members Garry Foo, Peter Smith, Patrick Chan

and Kim Man Lew.

Captain Caitlyn Pink presenting awards to Pete, Patrick

and Kim.

On Home Island, the team carried out a community

safety / prevention visit, delivering fire safety

messaging and practical demonstrations to the Year 3

and Kindergarten children at Home Island School.  

This time around, as part of their Emergency

Preparedness Training, the teams undertook breathing

apparatus search and rescue techniques in smoke

filled environments.

Breathing Apparatus Training – Rescue in smoke filled

rooms.

The Cocos Home Island Volunteers held an awards

evening to celebrate the long service achievement of

past and present members.  
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Home Island VFES Awards Night.

Awards included Ex Captain Charlie Arkrie 25 Years,

Kenneth Zakaria 25 years; Elman Yonelle 20 years;

Osman Hajat 20 years; Shakirin Keegan 20 years; Adam

Rabuha 20 years; Mohammed Woren 15 years; Luty

Yakin 15 years; Captain Huz Balmut 10 years; Zahlan

Hamiril 5 years and Siddiq Juljali 5 Years.

Thanks DFES for all the work and planning that goes

into each visit, and thanks to all our volunteers for

their service and ongoing dedication to their important

roles in the IOT community.

Elder Abuse Awareness Day

The Indian Ocean Territories Health Service hosted a

special morning for all Christmas Island seniors in

recognition of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. June

15 is an annual day when the world voices its

opposition to abuse inflicted on older people.
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According to Advocare WA, one in six older Australian

seniors experience some form of abuse and 75 per

cent of abusers are family members.  

Detective Sargeant Rod Swain opened the event with a

warm welcome to 49 seniors and highlighted the

importance of elder abuse awareness.

Seniors were on the edge of their seats while an

intense game of bingo followed, with Denis Anderson

taking the prize, sponsored by the Australian Federal

Police.

Olympic Visit

Between 23-30 May, Australian Olympians Natalie

Burton and Damien Schumann made the trip across to

the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT), to share their

experiences as elite athletes, spread the Olympic

values of excellence, friendship and respect, and

encourage the local Christmas Island and the Cocos

(Keeling) Islands communities to ‘Have a Go’ at Olympic

sports.

The purpose of the visit included holding a series of

Olympics Unleashed sessions, where Natalie and

Damien inspired and motivated participants to

overcome challenges and achieve their goals, and

holding Have a Go Workshops.

While on island, basketballer Natalie and volleyballer

Damien shared their personal Olympic journeys with

local school students, inspiring them to chase their

own passions – whether school, music, art or sport –

and passing on important messages around resilience,

overcoming adversity and how failing is okay as long as

you have a go.

Having both retired from elite sport, Natalie and

Damien are now focused on inspiring and motivating

the next generation. While on island the Olympians

provided valuable lessons and training in their

respective sports, through sports clinics and

tournaments – passing on their experience and
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expertise to a very willing and engaged cohort of

locals.

Some of the key programs held during their visit

included a Basketball Tournament delivered at the

Christmas Island Recreation Centre, a Volleyball Clinic –

also at the rec centre and Country Week Volleyball

Training at the Christmas Island District High School.

Nine Olympics Unleashed sessions were held on both

Home and West Island, as well as Christmas Island, to

a total of 342 students.

It was both Olympians’ first time visit to the IOT and

while in the region, Natalie and Damien were able to

experience the local culture and environment, taking

part in guided island tours and cultural and community

events, something which left an indelible mark on both

visitors – including a community dinner on Home

Island and a community barbeque on Christmas Island.

The visit with Natalie and Damien was funded by the

Australian Government, through the WA Department

of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries.

Sports visits
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Over the past couple of months, there have a number

of exciting visits from sporting organisations to the

Indian Ocean Territories (IOT), including from Tennis

West, Tennis Australia and the National Rugby League

(NRL) WA.

The seven-day visit from Samantha Gulliver from

Tennis West and Joel Pleydell from Tennis Australia to

Cocos during late April and early May was a fantastic

opportunity for students and the community across

Home and West Islands to participate in some very fun

tennis-based events.

These included the Tennis West Launch Tennis Session

at the Home Island Tennis Courts for the fourteen

attendees aged between 8-15 years old, the

Introduction to Hotshots Community Coaching

Workshops, the Round Robin Tournament and

Coaching on West Island and sessions with the Cocos

District High School on West and Home Island.

In early May, NRL WA’s Mitchell Wade-Whalan from

Western Australia made the trip over to both

Christmas and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, for school

and club visits as well as coaching and referee courses.

Coming up, we have some more visits scheduled

including Alex Rumball who will be on Cocos from 1 -14

July to deliver sailing training across twelve days to

interested community members.
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The sporting visits to the IOT are funded by the

Australian Government, through the Department of

Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries.

Summit to Drumsite Water Main

Replacement update

Works to replace a 3.7km section of the Summit to

Drumsite water main have kicked off, providing a

major boost to the ongoing security of Christmas

Island’s water supply.

The works to replace the water main commenced on

29 May, starting from the Summit tank in the national

park and progressing towards the Drumsite tank.

So far, 1.3km of pipe have been laid, with works

anticipated to be complete by October this year.

The water main replacement project is funded by the

Australian Government, through Water Corporation,

with the project supporting a more secure water

supply for Christmas Island into the future.
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Public Announcements

Number: 02/2023. Date: 23/6/2023

News from the Joint Committee – Progress

update on the independent review of air



14/09/2023, 12:12 createsend.com/t/t-D10E63EA0F9B77EB2540EF23F30FEDED

https://createsend.com/t/t-D10E63EA0F9B77EB2540EF23F30FEDED 15/29

freight, shipping and passenger services.

The Joint Committee met today to discuss progress of

the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT) Supply Chain Review.

The project has been engaging with key stakeholders

across the supply chain over the past few months to

understand the issues, challenges and potential

priority areas for improvement.

Project consultants Centred Solutions have conducted

over 30 stakeholder interviews obtaining insights, data

and challenges into shipping, air freight, passenger

movements and infrastructure associated with the

supply chain in the IOT.

A number of issues and recommendations from this

work were presented to the Joint Committee at today’s

meeting. To guide further exploration into a range of

detailed key recommendations, Committee members

were also asked to rank the high-level

recommendations in order of priority.
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The next steps in the review will examine these

recommendations in more detail through analysing

stakeholder feedback, reviewing existing literature on

the supply chain related to each recommendation,

conducting data analysis, and framing / testing

potential options for improvement.

At the same time, project consultants are mapping the

process of how freight and people move through the

system across air freight, sea freight and passenger

services, with a view to examining the entire system to

identify potential improvements in efficiency, policy,

and regulation.

The Joint Committee will meet again next month to

review and consider all of this work, to identify the

most effective ways to improve supply chain
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Farzian Zainal

Joint Committee Co-Chair, IOTRDO Chair,

and Administrator of Christmas Island and the Cocos

(Keeling) Islands

Nicholas Gan

​​​​​Joint Committee Co-Chair, and CIBA Chair

effectiveness, and how this can better support

business, community and operations within the region.

Background

An independent review of air freight, shipping and

passenger services is being conducted after the

priority was identified in the IOT RDO 2030 Strategic

Regional Plan. Through the review, it is hoped that

opportunities to sustainably improve the reliability and

efficiency of the region’s supply chains can be

identified, and recommendations developed that can

be implemented, monitored and reviewed.

The Joint Committee was formed to provide project

governance and take a central role in the review. The

Joint Committee oversees the project and provides

operational direction and stakeholder input. Joint

Committee membership includes representatives from

the Indian Ocean Territories Regional Development

Organisation (IOT RDO), Christmas Island Business

Association (CIBA), Shire of Christmas Island, Shire of

Cocos (Keeling) Islands, and our local Member of

Parliament Ms Marion Scyrmgour.

If you would like further information on this project

please contact the Committee Secretariat

at supplychainreview@iotprojects.com.au.

https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-d/
mailto:supplychainreview@iotprojects.com.au
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Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS) A

Guide for Patients and Carers (PDF 549KB)

Skim Bantuan Perjalanan Pesakit (PATS)

Panduan untuk Pesakit dan Penjaga (COCOS

MALAY PDF 338KB)

https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-h/
https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-k/
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Skim Perjalanan Berbantu Untuk Pesakit

(PATS) Panduan untuk Pesakit dan Penjaga

(MALAY PDF 331KB)

患者旅费补助计划 (PATS) 患者和照顾者指南

(CHINESE PDF 696KB)

LAWATAN OLEH

JURUEKOKARDIOGRAF (Pakar Ultrabunyi

Jantung) 

Seorang juruekokardiograf akan hadir di Hospital

Pulau Christmas dari 30/06/2023 - 07/07/2023. 

Pesakit atau bakal pesakit diminta menghubungi meja

depan Hospital (Tel: 9164 8333) untuk mengatur janji

temu. Pesakit perlu mendapatkan surat rujukan doktor

masing-masing dahulu. 

超声心电图技师接诊日程安排  (心脏超声波专家)

ECHO-CARDIOGRAPHER VISIT (Specialist in

Ultrasound of the Heart) 

An Echo Cardiographer will be in attendance at the

health service from 30/06/2023 - 07/07/2023. 

Patients or intending patients are requested to contact

the health service reception (Tel: 9164 8333) to arrange

an appointment. 

Patients will require a referral from their doctor. 

https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-p/
https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-x/
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超声心电图技师将于 

二零二三 年六 月三十 日至 二零二三 年 七 月 七 日在圣岛 

医院接诊。患者或有意向的患者请与医院接待处预约 

(电话：9164 8333）。

患者须经其主治医生转诊。 

LAWATAN OLEH PAKAR

KARDIOLOGI (DOKTOR JANTUNG) 

Seorang pakar kardiologi akan bertugas

antara 30/06/2023 - 07/07/2023. 

Pesakit yang memerlukan khidmat pakar kardiologi

perlu mendapatkan surat rujukan doktor dahulu.

Pesakit yang perlu menjalani pemeriksaan susulan

oleh pakar kardiologi diminta menghubungi meja

sambutan hospital ini (melalui talian telefon 9164

8333) untuk mengatur janji temu. 

心脏病专家到访 (心血管内科专家) 

二零二三 年 六 月 三十 日 至二零二三 年 七 月 七 日 

将有一位心脏病专家为大家提供咨询服务。 

CARDIOLOGIST VISIT (HEART SPECIALIST) 

There will be a Cardiologist available for consultation

from 30/06/2023 - 07/07/2023. 

Patients requiring Cardiologist services will require a

referral from their doctor. Patients who need to have a

follow-up by the Cardiologist are requested to contact

the health service reception (Telephone:9164 8333) to

arrange an appointment. 
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有意咨询心脏病专家的病人须先获得其医生推荐。 病人如

需心脏病专家的后续随访， 请联系医院接待处 (电话：

9164 8333) 以安排预约。 
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The Little Mermaid (PG)

SATURDAY - 1st July, 7.30pm

A young mermaid makes a deal with a sea witch to

trade her beautiful voice for human legs so she can

discover the world above water and impress a prince.

Late changes will be posted on the Roundabout

Blackboard and Facebook.

Adults $ 5.00

School aged children 3 to 17 years old $2.00

https://administratoriot.createsend1.com/t/t-l-ziythld-l-s/
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Elemental (PG)

SATURDAY - 15th July, 7.30pm

Follows Ember and Wade, in a city where fire-, water-,

land- and air-residents live together.
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The Flash (M)

SATURDAY - 22nd July, 7.30pm

Barry Allen uses his super speed to change the past,

but his attempt to save his family creates a world

without super heroes, forcing him to race for his life in

order to save the future.

Want to sponsor an upcoming movie?

You will receive 2 free passes, special seating, food

platter with your favourite nibbles, drinks of your

choice and a public announcement on the evening of

the movie. We will advertise your company or

individual message in the Islander, Facebook Page, on

the world’s most remote roundabout and one of the

last remaining outdoor Cinema screens. (Your choice

of movie and date will be dependent upon availability.)

Volunteers needed for projection, bucket collection

and to assist on the Executive Committee.



14/09/2023, 12:12 createsend.com/t/t-D10E63EA0F9B77EB2540EF23F30FEDED

https://createsend.com/t/t-D10E63EA0F9B77EB2540EF23F30FEDED 29/29

To become part of this exciting club or enquire about

sponsorship, please Email:

cioutdoorcinema@gmail.com

or accounts@cinema.org.cx

Rating information provided by

http://www.classification.gov.au.

The Christmas Island Cinema Club is proudly

supported by: CiFi, Freightshop, Shire of Christmas

Island, Metro Solar and many local sponsors and

volunteers.

* THE CHRISTMAS ISLAND CINEMA IS A SMOKE FREE

AREA *
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