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Australian Government
 

Departmentof Infrastructure,

Transport, Regional Development,

Communicationsand the Arts

Ref: MC22-009623

Mr Ryan Stokes AO

Chair

National Gallery of Australia

GPO Box 1150

CANBERRA ACT 2600

0...

Than youfor your letter of 17 October 2022 to the Hon Tony Burke MP, Minister for the

Arts, seeking agreement for the National Gallery of Australia to enter two contracts, each

with a value above $2 million. As a delegated officer approved by the Minister under section

45B ofthe National Gallery Act 1975, the Minister has asked meto reply on his behalf.

 

  Dear Mr Sf6kes

Integrated Capital Works Program

The National Gallery wishes to enter into a contract with to

provide Principal Design Consultant Services to a maximum value of

(including GST and a contingency) and your advice that it has sufficient funds available to

cover this commitment.

Based on your advice, and in accordancewith the powers delegated to me and the

requirements of section 38 of the National Gallery Act 1975, | approve the National Gallery

entering into the proposed contractual arrangements with

Project ManagementServices

The National Gallery wishes to enter into a contract with RPS Consulting to provide Project

ManagementServices until 31 December 2023 to a maximum value of $3,249, 840

(including GST) and your advice thatit has sufficient funds available to cover this

commitment.

GPO Box 594, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia

* telephone 1800 075 001° websites infrastructure.gov.au| arts.gov.au

° ABN: 86 267 354 017
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This will effectively continue RPS Consulting work with the National Gallery that commenced
in July 2021, and the National Gallery considers RPS Consulting is providing value for money
and is effectively supporting the delivery of the National Gallery’s capital works program.

| note the project managementservices includes including GST associated with
hailstorm repairs that the National Gallery will seek to recover through Comcover.In the
event the fundsare not recoverable the National Gallery will need to meet these costs from
its own budget.

Based on your advice, and in accordance with the powers delegated to me and the
requirementsof section 38 of the National Gallery Act 1975, | approve the National Gallery
entering into the proposed contractual arrangement with RPS Consulting.

Yourssincerely

  
irst Assistant Secretary

Office for the Arts

2¥/\o /2022
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The Hon Tony Burke MP
Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations

Minister for the Arts
Leader ofthe House

MC22 086835

Mr Ryan Stokes A O
Chair
National Gallery ofAustralia Council
GPO Box 1150
CANBERRA A C T 2601

Dear M

Thankyou for yourcorrespondence of5 December2022addressed tothe Prime Minister and
copied toanumberofGovernment Ministers regarding the financial position faced by the
National Gallery ofAustralia. Iam replying on behalfofthe Prime Minister andother
Ministers.

As you have identified in your letter, the Office for the Arts is undertaking a review into the
long−term financial sustainability needs ofeach ofthe National Collecting Institutions within
the Arts portfolio. This work will inform the Government's response to this legacy issue and
is intended tobeconsidered inthe context ofthe Budget in2023.

Thank you for taking the time to write to the Government about this matter. I am providing a
copyofthis reply tothose Ministers.

Yours sincerely

2022

cc: Members ofthe Expenditure ReviewCommittee

Parliament House, Canberra A C T 2600
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National Gallery of Australia 
Ngunnawal and Ngambri Country  
Parkes Place East, Parkes ACT 2600, Australia 
GPO Box 1150, Kamberri/Canberra ACT 2601, Australia 
T+ 61 2 6240 6411  nga.gov.au 

The National Gallery acknowledges the  
Ngunnawal and Ngambri peoples, the Traditional 
Custodians of the Kamberri/Canberra region, 
and recognises their continuous connection 
to culture, community and Country. ABN 27 855 975 449 

 

17 October 2022 

 

The Hon Tony Burke MP 

Minister for the Arts 

PO Box 6022 

House of Representatives 

Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Re: National Gallery of Australia approval to enter into contracts exceeding $2 million  

I am writing to request your approval for the National Gallery of Australia to enter into two contracts each 
with a value above $2 million.  

The first contract is to provide design solution services to most effectively deliver a combined body of 
works. The second contract is for project management services directly associated with the delivery of 
the National Gallery’s capital works program, while the National Gallery develops in-house project 
management capability. Each has been assessed as delivering best value for money. 

The National Gallery Council supports the National Gallery entering into each of these contracts. 

As defined within the National Gallery Act 1975 and the National Gallery Regulations 2018, your approval 
is required for the National Gallery to enter into contractual arrangements valued above  
$2 million, other than for the supply of a service for day-to-day operations. The services described above 
are not considered to fall within the category of ‘supply of a service...for the day-to-day operations of the 
National Gallery’ and approval to enter into each contract resides with you, or your delegate. 

Integrated Capital Works Program 

The National Gallery wishes to enter into a contract with  for the 
provision of Principal Design Consultant Services for an integrated capital works program for a total 
upper limit contract value of  including GST.  This upper limit amount includes a  
(including GST) contingency that will be utilised only if required as a result of contract negotiation 
outcomes. 
 

Document 15 FOI 23-176

Page 20 of 26

s47E(d)

s47G

s47 s47 R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r F

O
I A

ct
 1

98
2 

by
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f I

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 

Tr
an

sp
or

t, 
R

eg
io

na
l D

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ar
ts



2 

 

 

Project Management Services  

The National Gallery also wishes to enter into contract with RPS Australia Asia Pacific Consulting Pty Ltd 
(RPS Consulting) for the provision of project management services to support delivery of the National 
Gallery capital works program until December 2023 for a total contract value of $3,249,840 including 
GST.  
 
The engagement of RPS Consulting from 17 October 2022 to 31 December 2023 will ensure that the 
National Gallery capital works program can continue to be most effectively delivered while a longer term 
in-sourced capital works delivery team is recruited.  
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3 

RPS Consulting has been engaged to provide project management services for the National Gallery since 
July 2021 and the total value of work orders including this new contractual arrangement is  
inclusive of GST.  

I would appreciate your approval for the National Gallery to enter into each of these two contracts. This 
will allow the National Gallery to continue the delivery of the capital works program. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

Ryan Stokes AO 
Chair, National Gallery of Australia 
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